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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  
Let us spend some time talking about the most 

important person there is: Jesus.  

We are going to explore who Jesus is, what Jesus 

does, and what we can hope from a life lived in 

relationship with Jesus. This study is written for anyone 

interested in Jesus, whether you have been following Him 

for some time, or are exploring who He might be and why 

He matters. 

Jesus is the most interesting figure in human history, 

even for most skeptics. Undoubtedly, His dominance upon 

our world is unmatched. He remains the most studied and 

written about person in all of history. His influence has 

brought down kingdoms. His teaching has inspired women 

and men who have changed the course of human history. 

His dominion (ascendancy, preeminence) has spread to 

virtually every corner of the globe and continues to spread 

at an incredible rate. Some linguists believe the prayer 
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Jesus taught is the most often repeated set of words in 

history. 

His impact cannot be overstated.  

But Jesus is so much more than an historical figure.  

He is the Son of God and the Savior of the World.  

Paul describes Jesus’ significance like this: 

The Son is the image of the invisible God,  

the firstborn over all creation.  

For in him all things were created:  

things in heaven and on earth,  

visible and invisible,  

whether thrones or powers  

or rulers or authorities; 

all things have been created through him 

and for him.  

He is before all things,  

and in him all things hold together.  

And he is the head of the body, the church;  

He is the beginning 

  and the firstborn from among the dead, 

so that in everything  
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He might have the supremacy.  

For God was pleased  

to have all his fullness dwell in him, 

and through him to reconcile to himself 

all things   

whether things on earth  

or things in heaven,  

by making peace through his blood, shed on 

the cross. (Colossians 1:15-20) 

 

Jesus is greater than everything.  

We are going to explore Jesus as we carefully read 

through Paul’s letter to the Colossians. Colossians holds 

the special honor of being one of Paul’s Prison Epistles, 

along with Ephesians, Philippians and Philemon. Unlike 

with the original recipients of Ephesians or Philippians, 

Paul had not personally visited the Colossians. The church 

in Colossae grew because of the work Paul accomplished 

in nearby cities like Ephesus (Furnish 1090).  

When we read the letters of the New Testament, one 

of the important questions to always be asking is why was 
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the letter written? These letters were written to real people, 

in real places, in a real time, by a real author. There were 

reasons why these letters were written. We must remember 

we are reading someone else’s mail. We will spend time 

trying to understand the why of this letter and what it 

meant to the original readers in Colossae.  

Some of our work in understanding the setting of 

Colossae will be speculative. Scholars debate the why and 

the what that Paul is trying to address in letter to the 

Colossians. He speaks some words of correction about 

things like “hollow and deceptive philosophy” (Col. 2:8), 

religious rituals (Col. 2:16), the worship of angels (Col. 

2:18), and those who have lost connection with Christ 

(Col. 2:19).  

While it is not exactly clear why Paul wrote 

Colossians and what he is trying to correct, his solution to 

the problems is unmistakable: Jesus. The greatness of 

Jesus is the overwhelming theme of this short letter. No 

matter what you are facing, Jesus is greater. As John 

Wesley comments on Colossians 1:17, Jesus “is the 

cement as well as support of the universe” (534). Jesus is 
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everything you need, because He is greater than 

everything.  

This message of the greatness of Jesus stands as 

relevant today as it has ever been. We are constantly being 

distracted from the greatness of Jesus and tempted to put 

our focus on other things. Whenever we lose sight of Jesus 

as our life’s focus, we settle for something or someone far 

inferior. Jesus is greater. He was greater than everything 

then. He is still greater than everything today.  

This study is organized around the greatness of Jesus 

and what He has accomplished on our behalf. Each week 

we will look at a specific attribute of the greatness of Jesus 

we see in this letter: 

  Week 1 Jesus, the Rescuer   Colossians 1:1–14 

  Week 2  Jesus, the Head  Colossians 1:15–23 

  Week 3  Jesus, the Mystery  Colossians 1:24–2:5 

  Week 4 Jesus, the Victory  Colossians 2:6–15 

  Week 5 Jesus, the Liberator  Colossians 2:16–23 

  Week 6 Jesus, the New Life  Colossians 3:1–17 

  Week 7 Jesus, the New Family Colossians 3:18–4:1 

  Week 8 Jesus, the Body  Colossians 4:2–18 
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Let us join together and have the most important 

conversation. Let us talk about Jesus . . . because after all, 

Jesus is greater.  

 

How To Use This Book 

In the following pages we will enter the story of God, 

the story of Paul and the church in Colossae, and our story. 

This field guide will offer a number of practices that are 

designed to help us enter the story, reflect, and be shaped 

so that the message of Christ dwells among us richly and 

that whatever we do is done in the name of the Lord Jesus 

(Col. 3:16-17). Each of the chapters contains the following 

elements: 

1) An introduction to the chapter. 
2) A prayer for the week. Be encouraged to pray 

the prayer, adapt it, and/or add your own 
prayers as you journey through this work. 

3) A daily reading plan accompanied by a 
devotional thought. We invite you to add your 
own reflections and thoughts. 

4) Questions for group discussion. The Scriptures 
are sacred texts that speak to us personally and 
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as a community. Scriptures are read in public 
spheres to convey the mysteries of God to a 
community. We encourage you to participate 
in worship and engage in small group 
discussions.  

 

Sprinkled throughout this guide are visual images and 

reflections by Lynelle Sanders. Visualizing the story is one 

more way of helping us see, with fresh eyes, the story of 

God in our lives. 

 

How To Read the Bible 

“Taste and see that the Lord is good, Oh the joys of 

those who take refuge in him” (New Living Translation, 

Psalm 34:8). 

Eugene Peterson, notable author of The Message and 

several other books, begins his Eat This Book: A 

Conversation on the Art of Spiritual Reading, reflecting on 

his dog and a bone. Peterson describes how his dog loved 

to go hunting and bring back a trophy. After showing his 

prize and collecting accolades of praise, the dog would 

take his prize to the shadows and begin to chew on it.  
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He gnawed the bone, turned it over and 

around, licked it, worried it. Sometimes we 

could hear a low rumble or growl, what in a 

cat would be a purr. He was obviously 

enjoying himself and in no hurry. After a 

leisurely couple of hours he would bury it and 

return the next day to take it up again. An 

average bone lasted about a week (1).  

Through this picture, Peterson is suggesting that 

transformative Scripture reading has, as its fundamental 

nature, a visceral engagement with the text. Good reading 

does not have to be fast or exhaustive. Good reading is 

careful reading, prayerful reading, contemplative reading, 

creative reading, personally and for the community at 

large. 

Peterson joins a chorus of modern voices who have 

rediscovered the ancient practice of sacred reading called 

Lectio Divina, Latin for, divine reading. In Lectio there are 

four movements which help us have the kind of reading as 

a dog with a bone. We read, we pray, we read, we pray, 

etc. In doing this, we open ourselves to an increased 
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capacity for the Bible to speak to us, to read us, to 

introduce us to God’s active Word. The four movements 

include the following steps: 

1) Lectio (Listening) – this is listening to the 
text, reading it aloud. In hearing the text, the 
words take on the activity of exposing us to 
the strange world of the Bible, a strange world 
wherein we see God at work, and can begin to 
imagine God at work in our world. And then 
we pray.  

2) Meditato (Meditating) – we move from 
hearing the words of the text to entering the 
world of the text, a place where God reveals 
Himself. Here, we might begin to ask 
questions of the text, of what God was saying 
to His people who first received the text? We 
might note the form of the text, the Scripture’s 
use of metaphor, poetry, and narrative; how 
does this help us encounter the triune God: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit? Through 
wondering we discover that God is inviting us 
into God’s world. And then we pray.  

3) Oratio (Conversation) – we move into a 
conversation with God. We move from what 
was to what transpired today. The Word is 
speaking to us, and we enter a divine 
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conversation about the lives we are living. 
And then we pray. 

4) Contemplatio (Contemplation) – this is living 
the text in our everyday muscles, finding it 
shaping the world of the office, the laundry, 
and the work of today. What action is God 
asking of us today? And then we pray. 

 
The prayer between each movement is for listening 

prayer, knowing that the Holy Spirit is present and leading 

us into the fullness of truth and grace.  

The pattern of Lectio Divina is not the only way to 

read the Bible. However, it is an approach that helps us 

encounter the story of God in such a way that we ingest it 

into our entire being. In return, we find God weaving our 

story into His. As we embark upon this journey in 

Colossians, our prayer is that we would embark upon the 

journey God has for a new day and a new generation.  

Questions for Group Discussion 

Much of the New Testament is composed of letters 

written to Churches in cities across Asia Minor. Many of 

the letters would have been read in homes, as followers of 

Christ gathered in small groups to hear from an apostle or 
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trusted leader in the Jesus movement. The idea of 

gathering, listening, sharing, and praying for one another 

in small groups is New Testament Christianity. When we 

do this, we find Jesus among us, and Jesus speaking and 

leading in new and clear ways. We encourage you to 

gather a group of companions or find a group with whom 

you can journey with in this experience of Colossians. 

As you gather with a group, there are just a couple of 

crucial pieces for a great experience.  

1) Relationships – a good group experience 

includes places where people are able to share about 

their experiences in journeying with God. Take a 

few minutes every meeting to listen to one another, 

get to know one another, or catch up.  

2) Refreshing – a group experience is meant to be 

fun and refreshing. Complexity and unnamed 

expectations can keep a group from experiencing 

joy. Take some time to share your hopes and 

expectations of what you hope your group will look 

like and accomplish. Agree to a short list of 

expectations: the when and where of your 
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gatherings, who (if anyone) will lead through the 

discussion questions, how you will pray with and for 

one another, and who will bring the ice cream. 

Remember, it is supposed to be Refreshing!   

As you gather or join a group, and listen to this letter 

and to one another, you will find the Lord renewing and 

reconciling all things to Himself. May this evoke in us 

endurance, patience, and great thanksgiving for God’s 

good and beautiful work.   
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Prayer 

Kind Father, 

Capture my heart and transform it, 

Take the words, the story, the pictures and grant 

me a vision of You, and Jesus, and the Spirit. 

Holy Spirit, draw me out of my world, 

Into the world you love, died for, and are           

re—creating. 

Draw me into Your story,  

Give me faith, rest, and trust in Jesus,  

Grant me love for your Church,  

that with You and a reclaimed community,  

we may be carriers of your grace. 

Through Jesus, our friend and rescuer, we pray.  

Amen. 
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Colossians 1 

Painting:  PPaauull  IInn  PPrraayyeerr  

 

Paul is portrayed here in prayerful solitude, peacefully 

communing with God at sunrise while imprisoned in 

Rome. He had received an earlier report from Epaphras, a 

faithful co-worker in the congregation at Colossae. In 

many ways the report was good because the gospel was 

growing throughout the world and bearing fruit in their 
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lives as well. However, this report also caused great 

concern as Paul detected dangerous heresy that under—

minded the supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus.  

Paul opens the letter with addressing God’s holy 

people in Colossae . . . and by offering a Prayer of 

Thanksgiving. 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, 

we have not stopped praying for you. We 

continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge 

of His will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives. . . (Col. 1:9). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Week One 

JJeessuuss,,  tthhee  RReessccuueerr 
(Colossians 1:1–14) 

 

Introduction 

“For he has rescued us from the dominion of 

darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 

loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins.” (Colossians 1:13–14) 

 

Probably when you read those verses you’re drawn to 

certain words.  

Words like:  

dominion  

darkness 

kingdom 

redemption 

forgiveness  
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These are all important words. However, sometimes 

there are also important words you read right past because 

they are small and seemingly insignificant. The Rabbis 

used to say that when you read the Scripture you have to 

pay attention to both the black and the white that is on the 

page. That is, you have to pay attention to what is there as 

well as to what is not there, to both the obvious and the 

subtle points, to the big words and to the small words. 

Look at some of the small words in the two verses above: 

words like from and into.   

• Jesus rescues us from the dominion of 

darkness 

• Jesus rescues us into the kingdom of the Son 

Jesus is the rescuer and He does not just rescue us 

from, He rescues us to. He not only brings us out of the old 

life, but He also introduces us to a new life. Think about 

the difference this makes. Maybe you have heard people 

talk about salvation as being saved from certain things in 

their life. Often when we emphasize all that we have been 

saved from we tend to think about the things we no longer 

do, and the “rules” that come with being a Christian. 
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However, the rules are about all the things from which we 

have been saved. We need rules so we do not go back into 

that old life where we put ourselves first. 

Thankfully, salvation is not just a rescue from, but it 

is also a rescue into something new. And the new life is 

not just the old life minus certain behaviors. Jesus has 

brought us into something new. Following Jesus is not just 

a list of do nots but gives the new life of purpose and 

meaning when we embrace Him.  

Jesus is greater, because Jesus rescues both from the 

old and into the new.  
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Daily Reading - DAY ONE 

 

Colossians 1:1–2 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of 

God, and Timothy our brother, 
2 To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful 

brothers and sisters in Christ: 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father. 

 

Have you ever been embarrassed to introduce 

yourself, for fear of being associated with the history of 

your bad choices? “Hi, I am Nina, the gal who cut you off 

in traffic yesterday . . . .” In the introduction of Colossians, 

the writer introduces himself as Paul . . . not Saul (the 

name he was given at birth), but rather the name Jesus had 

given him. He called himself an apostle, not a persecutor 

of believers, as he had been in the past. He likely 

considered who others thought he was, but that was not 

what counted for Paul, because he knew Christ Jesus was 

greater than his past, and he knew who he was in Christ. 
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“Who do people say that I am?” That was the 

question Jesus asked His disciples in Mark 8:27. However, 

is it really who PEOPLE say Jesus is that matters? 

Whether or not we know who Jesus is does not change 

who He is. This gets me to thinking about my tendency to 

be defined by my failures . . . by my less than perfect past, 

rather than what really matters. Because what really 

matters is who Jesus says that I am. I am part of His holy 

people; faithful brothers and sisters in Christ. I am not an 

island to myself, wallowing in my insecurities, but part of 

a bigger WHOLE; a family of believers, no longer defined 

by our separate identities or inadequacies, but rather by our 

identity IN CHRIST. Hallelujah, Jesus is greater than our 

past! 
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Daily Reading - DAY TWO 

 

Colossians 1:3–5 
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of 

your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all 

God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from the 

hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you 

have already heard in the true message of the gospel . . . 

 

Hope. In its very essence, hope implies suffering. For 

how can hope exist, unless the antithesis of hope also 

exists? None of us are exempt, nor are we strangers to 

suffering; we all have our own wounds, our own cross to 

bear. But I contend that suffering is not all negative, for in 

the midst of suffering, hope is born and abounds. In 

Romans 5:2-4 Paul speaks of us boasting in the “hope of 

the glory of God,” but also in “suffering, because we know 

that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 

character; and character, hope.” There’s that word again—

hope.  
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In Colossians, Paul tells us that from hope springs 

faith and love, much like the faith and love of the church in 

Colossae. This hope, which produces faith and love, is 

because of God and His gift of grace to us. For God is 

greater than our sufferings, and in the midst of them He 

creates hope, from which faith and love grow like sweet 

fruit in our lives; fruit that sustains us and brings life to 

those around us. God is greater than our suffering, and 

great enough to make beauty out of our sufferings. That is 

the glory of God, and something in which to place our 

hope! 
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Daily Reading - DAY THREE 

 

Colossians 1:6 

… 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel 

is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—

just as it has been doing among you since the day you 

heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 

 

Considering the concept of Christ in me versus being 

in Christ, I ask: which is it? Is Christ taking up residence 

in me, or is my life hidden in Christ? The answer is yes! If 

it stopped with Christ in me, my faith could become selfish 

. . . Jesus and me against the world. But it does not stop 

there. Christ calls us to be, “brothers and sisters in Christ” 

(Col. 1:2), a concept that reflects God’s plan to reveal 

Himself in community. The fruit Paul speaks of in verse 6 

makes reference to this phenomenon of being in Christ. 

Fruit does not grow singularly, but rather, 

collectively, from many branches. Jesus declared, “I am 

the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in 



29

JESUS, THE RESCUER 
 

 
29 

you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 

nothing” (John 15:5).  

In Colossians, Paul notes the gospel bore fruit as a 

result of more than just his or Timothy’s testimony. The 

Colossians bore fruit, due to the witness of Epaphras (Col. 

1:7), a reference which reveals God’s design to spread the 

gospel by means of many branches not just one, . . . nor 

bearing just one piece of fruit, but fruit plural . . . “growing 

throughout the whole world.”  

We must remain in Him to be effective in His 

kingdom. Apart from Him our fruit withers and dies. But, 

Jesus is greater than our singular influence as witnesses to 

His gospel, and in Him we can be effective fruit—bearers 

to the whole world! 
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Daily Reading - DAY FOUR 

 

Colossians 1:7–8 
7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow 

servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on 

our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

 

“. . . Fellow servant . . . .” We are servants of Jesus, 

and yet, He calls us friends (John 15:15). As servants we 

hear Him call us to be ministers to each other of the 

message of hope. As friends, with no concern for 

servanthood, we might take advantage of the relationship 

and forget we are first servants to our King. As we share 

Christ’s message of hope, it produces faith in us and faith 

in the heart of those to whom we minister. This faith then 

spurs in us “love poured out in our heart by the Holy 

Spirit” (Rom. 5:5). This love is first for Jesus, our friend 

and our King. Yet, because He generously pours love out 

in our heart, it flows over to others, that all might receive 

the message of hope. 
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This love of God, which grows and spreads, is 

evidence of the work of God in our lives. This is why Jesus 

said, “By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35). And this 

is why, of the three—faith, hope and love— the greatest of 

these is love (1 Cor. 13:13).  

Fill us with Your hope, Jesus, for we are filled with 

faith in You, and we love You because you first loved us (1 

John 4:19). Make us faithful ministers of Your love. You 

are greater than anything else that might take our 

attention today, and all our love is found in You, our King, 

our friend! 
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Daily Reading - DAY FIVE 

 

Colossians 1:9–10 
9 For this reason, since the day we heard about 

you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually 

ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through 

all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit 

gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and 

please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, 

growing in the knowledge of God, . . . 

 

“For this reason . . . .” With the evidence of fruit and 

because of the love poured out in our hearts by the Holy 

Spirit, we are spurred to pray for other believers as Paul 

and Timothy prayed. We pray not blindly or without 

direction. We pray with purpose, for the knowledge of 

God’s will. So, what is God’s will? Scripture has some 

answers to this question, such as “Give thanks in all things 

. . .” (1 Thes. 5:18). 
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I contend there is a broader, more encompassing will 

of God voiced in the prayer Jesus gave us, “Thy kingdom 

come . . .” (Matt. 6:10). God’s will is that which furthers 

His kingdom. And that which furthers His kingdom most 

is more of His creation knowing Him and taking part in 

His gift of eternal life. John 17:3 says, “Now this is eternal 

life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ, whom You have sent.” 

We will not always know or understand the 

particulars of God’s will. At times, we will be blind to 

what He is doing in and around us. Yet, we can pray for 

ourselves and other believers the prayer of Paul and 

Timothy: that we would live worthy of our Lord, bearing 

fruit in good works, and growing in the knowledge of God 

as we pursue knowing His will.  

Jesus is greater than our shortsightedness and will fill 

us with spiritual wisdom and understanding through His 

Spirit as we get to know Him.❤ 
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Daily Reading - DAY SIX 

 

Colossians 1:11–14 
11 . . . being strengthened with all power according to 

his glorious might so that you may have great endurance 

and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who 

has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy 

people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us 

from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Paul knew the Colossians faced the temptation to 

listen to false teachers, both through Jewish and pagan 

influences. In the above passage, he and Timothy prayed 

the Colossians would have the strength of Jesus to endure 

and hold onto the true gospel. The Colossians would not 

have to be strong in themselves, Jesus would provide His 

strength so they could “be strong in the Lord and in His 
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mighty power” (Eph. 6:10). This is something we can 

rejoice in as well. Like the Colossians, we have been 

qualified to share in the inheritance and to draw on the 

strength of Jesus.  

Yet, Paul did not end his prayer speaking of the 

strength of Christ to provide endurance. He goes on to 

declare that the power of Jesus is that of a rescuer. This is 

the good news . . . this is eternal life: that the love of Jesus 

Christ has rescued us from, not just strengthened us in the 

midst of struggles. We have been rescued from and to – 

from death to life, from darkness to light, from 

despondency to faith, from desperation to hope, from fear 

to love, from isolation to a family in Christ. We have been 

rescued into the Kingdom of the Son of God. This is our 

inheritance, which starts now! Jesus is greater than the 

kingdom of this world. Jesus is our Rescuer, and He has 

brought us into His kingdom of light! Hallelujah! 
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Questions for Group Discussion 

1. What part of the Scripture readings or devotional 

writing stood out to you? What part do you have 

questions about or would like to explore more?  

2. In the introduction we are reminded that we have 

an uncanny ability to recount what Jesus has 

rescued us from. Take a few moments to share 

with your group what Jesus has rescued you to? 

3. Day three speaks about how the gospel is bearing 

fruit in the whole world, that the fruit of the 

Gospel is a community. How has the community 

of Christ been a part of God’s transformation in 

your life?   

4. Day five reminds us that there have been others 

who have prayed for us, that we might live a life 

worthy of the Lord. For whom do you pray in this 

way?  

5. What action do the Scripture readings or 

devotional writings call forth from you, your 

group, our church?  
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Prayer for the Week  

 
The General Thanksgiving 

 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

We your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

For all your goodness and loving—kindness 

To us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation,  

And all the blessings of this life; 

But above all for your immeasurable love 

In the redemption of the world by our   

       Lord Jesus Christ; 

For the means of grace, and for the hope of glory 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness  

       of your mercies, 

That with truly thankful hearts we may  

       show forth your praise, 

Not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

By giving up our selves to your service, 

And by walking before you 
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In holiness and righteousness all our days; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

To whom, with you, and the Holy Spirit, 

Be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

(Book of Common Prayer, 101) 



 
 

 

 

Week Two 

JJeessuuss,,  tthhee  HHeeaadd 
(Colossians 1:15–23) 

 

Introduction 

“The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were 

created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities; all things have been created through him and 

for him.” (Colossians 1:15-16)  

 
Jesus is Lord. These three words are the most basic 

Christian confession.  
Jesus is Lord.  
He is Lord of me, of you, and all that is. Everything 

was made for Him and by Him.  
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If the Christian message is about anything, it is about 

this: Jesus is Lord. He comes first place. To live in a 

relationship with Him is to learn to put Him in His proper 

place in everything. As we learn to follow Jesus, we are 

learning to make Him central and supreme over everything 

in our life. Everything belongs to Him and is for Him.  
N.T. Wright says, “Christianity is not simply about a 

particular way of being religious. It is not about a 

particular system for how to be saved here or hereafter. It 

is not simply a different way of holiness. Christianity is 

about Jesus Christ” (150). The Christian life is to make our 

life about Jesus Christ in every way there is.  
Jesus is Lord. He has first place. He is the leader. He 

is the head. For Jesus to be Lord in your life is to give Him 

leadership of your life, and everything that is in your life: 

your thoughts, your emotions, your choices and decisions, 

your relationships, your anxiety and stress, your future, 

your purpose and meaning, your sin, your eternity. Jesus is 

Lord . . . of everything.  
The work of putting Jesus as the Lord of our life is 

also a lifelong pursuit. This is the work of Christian 
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maturity and seeing our proper place in God’s kingdom. 

Life is not about us and what we can get, it is about Him 

and giving Him the glory. To make Jesus the Lord of your 

life begins with this confession and continues through the 

repeated and continued process of repentance of putting 

ourselves first.  
Jesus is greater, because Jesus is the head and comes 

first place in everything. 
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Daily Reading - DAY ONE 

 

Colossians 1:15–16 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were 

created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities; all things have been created through him and 

for him. 

 

Pictures are a wonderful thing! For many of us who 

think visually, they are necessary in order to fully grasp a 

concept. How kind and wise and loving God is! He gave 

us not just a verbal description of Himself, but He came in 

human form. He took on the flesh that He Himself had 

created in the beginning and came. When we look at Jesus 

we get to see the invisible God!  

This week we open an amazing treasure chest and 

find inside a glorious sight: a breath—taking glimpse of 

the eternal Jesus. We see that He is “the firstborn over all 
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creation.” Verse 16 continues by explaining what this 

means—all things were created by and for Him. 

All things were created by Him. One of Jesus’ best 

friends begins his account of Jesus by introducing Him as  

. . . the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 

Through Him all things were made; without Him 

nothing was made that has been made” (John 1:1-3).  

When God spoke the world into being, creation was 

somehow accomplished through Jesus, the Word. All 

things were created for Him. We are intended for Him, and 

He is our purpose. A woman once poured costly perfume 

on Jesus’ head. Others around the table called it a waste, 

thinking only of its monetary value. Jesus, however, called 

her action a “good thing” (Mark 14:6). Like that perfume, 

our highest purpose and fulfillment are found in Him. We 

were created for Him. 
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Daily Reading - DAY TWO 

 

Colossians 1:17 
17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. 

 

“He is before all things.” This is not a description of 

placement. Paul is not saying, Jesus is at the front of the 

line. He is echoing Jesus’ own words in John 8:58  . . . 

before Abraham was born, I am. This statement traces 

back even further to the third chapter of Exodus, where 

Moses asks God to identify Himself. God answers with 

His personal name, “I AM WHO I AM” (Ex. 3:14). Jesus 

IS. He is before time began. He is before anything was 

created. He is God.  

In this week’s remarkable portrait of Christ, the term 

for all things or everything is used nine times. It appears 

twice in today’s verse alone. He is over and before all 

things, “and in Him all things hold together.”  
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Someday, everyone will know that the energy holding 

all the particles of the universe together is an eternal 

Person. Now, however, we can know that He holds us 

together. All the pieces of our lives are in His hands. 

Imagine looking into those hands, and seeing every 

fragment of your existence. Watch as He takes them and 

lovingly puts them together like an intricate puzzle. Only 

He can do this. He knows the proper position for each 

piece, and He sees the finished image. Is there a fragment 

you try to hide or protect? We find peace, true shalom, 

when we trust Him with all the pieces. This task belongs to 

Christ alone. It is in Him that all things hold together. 
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Daily Reading - DAY THREE 

 

Colossians 1:18 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that 

in everything he might have the supremacy. 

 

The last two days we have been trying to absorb the 

fullness of Jesus’ identity. The jaw-dropping description 

continues in today’s reading, as Paul mentions Jesus’ 

relationship to the church, His existence beyond time, and 

His devastating power over death.     

A body is identified by the head. No one uses a 

snapshot of their left knee as identification. A head, with a 

face, is the image by which a person is known, and the 

face of the church is that of Jesus. He is also the beginning. 

He did not just show up then, or find Himself one among 

many creatures in those first golden days. No, Jesus 

initiated time. It began at His voice’s command. As for 
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death, no one in history has ever shattered its power with 

their own forces, except Jesus.  

In all these relationships His supremacy is seen. He is 

above all. Perhaps the best response to the verses of the 

last three days is simple wonder. Instead of looking for 

handy instructions we can apply to our lives, maybe today 

we just stand in amazement and awe and worship. We can 

join the never—ending chorus that surrounds His throne:       

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,     

who was, and is, and is to come.”       

“You are worthy, our Lord and God,  

to receive glory and honor and power.  

For you created all things, and by your will 

they were created and have their being.”      

                                                 (Revelation 4:8, 11) 
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Daily Reading - DAY FOUR 

 

Colossians 1:19–20 
19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell 

in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 

making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.  

 

This week’s passage (Col. 1:15-23) can be seen as a 

glimpse of the entire scope of the Bible, all found in a 

description of Jesus. If the Bible is a portrait, then the face 

we see is His. If it is an epic saga, then He is at the very 

center as its hero. It began with Him before creation, and 

today’s verses pinpoint the climax in His love—motivated 

sacrifice.  

The very word reconciliation whispers about the 

beginning of the story, for it points to a former state, a time 

of harmony and agreement. This beautiful relationship 

God shared with creation in the beginning was destroyed  
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. . . by us. Today’s reading, however, tells us that it is God 

who repairs that broken relationship, and He accomplishes 

this through Christ, the One in whom all His fullness 

dwells.  

Reconciliation rests solely upon Jesus, and in His 

obedience and faithfulness to follow the path laid out for 

Him. The shedding of His blood makes peace. Let that 

sink into your heart and mind. Repeat it to yourself every 

time you feel the need to earn His forgiveness. The 

shedding of His blood makes peace.  

Reconciliation is a gift initiated by the Father and 

accomplished by the Son. All we can do is receive it. He 

wants to dwell with His people. The Bible began with this 

very goal and, because of Christ’s sacrifice, it will end 

with the perfect fulfillment of it in the happiest of all 

endings—the wedding supper of the Lamb! 
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Daily Reading - DAY FIVE 

 

Colossians 1:21–22 
21 Once you were alienated from God and were 

enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But 

now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical 

body through death to present you holy in his sight, 

without blemish and free from accusation— 

 

This week we have read beautiful and stunning 

descriptions of Jesus. These verses have outlined His 

identity and accomplishments. Now, suddenly, the focus 

shifts to you and me. How does who He is, and what He 

has done impact us?  

Everything was created by Him and for Him. He 

holds all things together. He is the head of the church. He 

is supreme over everything. God in all His fullness dwells 

in Him . . . and we were His enemies. Clearly, we chose 

the wrong side.  
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Because many of us reading this have already 

accepted Christ’s gift, we know what is coming. Please, 

nevertheless, read these words again slowly. “But now He 

has reconciled you.” Has there ever been such good news? 

Has there ever been such a turn of events? Notice that we 

do not initiate or achieve this reconciliation. The Father 

conceived of this plan, and the Son bore the pain of its 

accomplishment in His own physical body. It was God’s 

idea, and God’s desire. He wants us with Him! In return, 

we not only enjoy a restored relationship with the 

conquering and all—powerful Christ, but He calls us 

forward to present us to the Father. Should we hide behind 

the Son, afraid to show our faces? Yes. Should we shrink 

away in shame? Yes. Marvel of marvels, however, He 

presents us as holy, without blemish or fault, and free from 

blame and accusation!  

How can this be?  

How can this be?  

There has to be a catch! There is. 
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Daily Reading - DAY SIX 

 

Colossians 1:23 

. . . 23 if you continue in your faith, established and 

firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. 

This is the gospel that you heard and that has been 

proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which 

I, Paul, have become a servant. 

 

Gospel means good news, and that is exactly what we 

read yesterday. However, a condition does exist. Is the 

good news ours if we pay enough, try enough, do enough? 

No. It is ours only IF we trust Jesus to do it for us. It is 

pure gift.  

Once a crowd of people asked Jesus what work God 

wanted or required from them. I have often wondered the 

same thing. “What is your will for my life?” “What road 

should I take?” “What do you want me to write, or say, or 

make?” “What do I need to do to please you?”  
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Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe 

in the one He has sent” (John 6:28-29).  

That’s it?  

That’s it! 

We trust Jesus to accomplish His work in us. We keep 

our eyes on Him. We offer and yield to Him our lives, our 

work, our path and accept the truth that all of this is 

impossible for us. Reconciliation, and holy, pure and 

blameless lives are all given to us by the One who is 

supreme over all creation. He made the world out of 

nothing. He is also the one who creates new hearts without 

any help from us, except that we trust Him.  

Our forgiveness for the past, our foundation for today, 

and our hope for the future all are found in Him. Jesus is 

the greatest treasure. Continue in your faith, and do not 

move from the hope offered to you in this good news! 
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Questions for Group Discussion 

1. What part of the Scripture readings or devotional 

writing stood out to you? What part do you have 

questions about or would like to explore more?  

2. When you describe Jesus to someone, what kinds 

of imagery or words do you use? How do your 

depictions of Jesus differ or align with the 

language of the hymn to Christ in Col. 1:15-19?  

3. Jesus is described as holding all creation together 

in Col. 1:17. Where do you find Jesus holding 

things together in your life? Where do you need to 

have faith that Jesus is holding all things together? 

4. Reconciliation is a gift from God, and act of Jesus; 

how far does reconciliation reach? How does 

Jesus’ work of reconciliation empower you to take 

up the work of reconciliation? Where does God’s 

reconciling work lead you?   

5. What action do the Scripture readings or 

devotional writings call forth from you, your 

group, our church?  
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Prayer for the Week 

 

Praise to the King of Creation (an edited version)  
 

O Christ, 

Our thoughts of you, O Lord, have been too small,  

too few~ 

 You are the King of the Constellations 

 You are the Captain of the Clouds 

 You are Lord of the Harvest 

 Ruler of the Grassy Plains 

 God of the Valleys 

 Ruler of Electrons  

 Lord of Speeding Light 

  

Seldom have we considered how specific is the 

exercising of your authority, 

Extending as it does into the myriad particulars of 

creation and beyond 
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There is no quarter over which you are not King 

 

You were before all things, you created all things, 

And in you all things are held together 

There is no corner of creation you will fail to redeem 

 

You are Lord of Lords, 

   And King of Kings, 

O Jesus Christ, our King Everlasting. Amen. 

(McKelvey 273-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
  Colossians 2 

Painting::  CCaallvvaarryy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As I read Colossians, I see Paul giving loving 

encouragement to the Colossians as he pointed to the 

simple truth that they had responded to the gospel in 

repentance and placed their faith in Christ as their Risen 

Savior and Lord. They embraced a personal relationship 
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with Him. They were born again (John 3:7); Spirit filled 

(John 14:15–16); complete in Christ (Col 2:10). Jesus 

Christ is fully God, and we are full in Him.  

As a Christian, I like placing things in my home that 

remind me of the promises of God. On my refrigerator 

door I have a little magnet that has our reminder from 

Colossians: “You are Complete in Jesus Christ.”  

IN CHRIST . . . 

You are a loved child of God. (John 1:12)  

You are Redeemed and Forgiven. (Eph. 1:7)  

You are Complete In Jesus Christ. (Col. 2:9-10)  

You are a New Creation In Christ. (2 Cor. 5:17)  

You are More Than a Conqueror. (Rom. 8:37) 

You are a Citizen of Heaven. (Eph. 2:19) 

 

Paul reminds the Colossians: The treasure is Christ, 

who is in us! We are made alive in Christ (Col. 2:13). 

Christ is central . . . no rules . . . not experiences . . . 

Christ alone! 

We are led in Praise and Worship as Paul takes us 

back to the Cross of Calvary. He gives us an eyewitness 
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view where we are humbled and awed, with thankful 

hearts, for the ultimate sacrifice Jesus Christ made on our 

behalf. It is our Savior Himself who “leads the 

Resurrection parade” (The Message, Col. 1:18-20)! 

Songs that lead in Praise & Worship:  

• Take Me to The Cross; Brother’s Keeper 

• How Great Thou Art; Elvis Presley  

(Carl Boberg) 

• Christ Alone; Mercy Me 

• Amazing Grace; Chris Tomlin (John Newton) 

• This I Believe (The Creed); Hillsong 

• I Belong to Jesus (Firm Foundation); Selah 
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Week Three 

JJeessuuss,,  tthhee  MMyysstteerryy  
(Colossians 1:24–2:5) 

 

Introduction 

“To them God has chosen to make known among the 

Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ 

in you, the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:27) 

 
Christian.  
Follower of Jesus. 
Disciple.  
There are lots of words we use to describe the person 

who has committed their life to Jesus. It is interesting to 

think about what some of these terms imply. For instance, 

a follower of Jesus or a disciple implies someone who 

keeps the teaching of Jesus, which is oriented around 

behavior.  
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Originally, the term Christian meant someone who 

was like Christ. Today the term is mostly describing 

someone who belongs to a certain religion and believes 

certain things. 
Paul’s favorite term for the person committed to 

Christ is in Christ. Here are some examples:  
He has saved us and called us to a holy 

life—not because of anything we have done but 

because of his own purpose and grace. This 

grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the 

beginning of time . . . (2 Tim. 1:9) 
For he chose us in Christ before the creation 

of the world to be holy and blameless in his 

sight. (Eph. 1:4)  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 

creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 

here! (2 Cor. 5:17) 

The phrase in Christ, in the Lord, and in Him occur 

164 times in the letters of Paul (Stott 1). Think of what it 

implies to be in Christ. It means to belong to Him. It 

means to receive from Him. It means to be identified with 
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Him. This is not about religious belief or moral behavior, 

but embraces and reflects a growing, dynamic relationship 

we possess with Jesus Christ. It is about our identity 

coming from Him and finding the purpose of our life 

through Him.  
Religious belief and moral behavior do not change 

one’s life, but an encounter with the living Christ certainly 

does. When we come to live in Him, we find this great 

mystery. The trouble is that sometimes we forget the 

mystery and we begin to settle for less than a growing and 

dynamic relationship with the Creator of all.   
Jesus is greater, because He is the mystery that brings 

us the hope of glory.  
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Daily Reading - DAY ONE 

 

Colossians 1:24–25 
24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I 

fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s 

afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.  
25 I have become its servant by the commission God gave 

me to present to you the word of God in its fullness—  

 

Just as Christ “reconciled [us] in His fleshly body 

through death” (Col. 1:22), Paul offers his flesh—we 

might substitute Himself—to fill up what is lacking. Not 

that anything is lacking in what was accomplished in the 

death and resurrection of Jesus, but Paul, along with all of 

us who have received this free gift, must “share in his 

sufferings” (Rom. 8:17). In all likelihood, Paul never 

personally encountered the Colossian church members, 

many of them Gentiles. His love for them is generated by 

his love for Christ and the visible body of Christ, the 

Church.  
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Those who have studied spiritual formation through 

the Renovaré Institute have come to view all people as 

God’s image bearers. In Colossians Paul writes to those 

image bearers who have received Christ and are being 

exposed to false teaching. Likely his reputation precedes 

him: Paul’s friends who delivered the letter, Tychicus and 

Onesimus (Col. 4:7-9), were known and respected by the 

church at Colossae. I imagine these Christ—followers 

listening with rapt attention, asking questions of the reader 

of the letter, pondering over puzzling phrases, and 

weighing Paul’s words against the false teachings to which 

they have been exposed, much the same as we might do 

today as we seek to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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Daily Reading - DAY TWO 

 

Colossians 1:26–27 

. . . 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages 

and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s 

people. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among 

the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is 

Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

Mystery is defined by Merriam—Webster as 

“something that has not or cannot be explained.” Paul had 

more than one experience in his lifetime that could not be 

explained, beginning with the life—transforming 

interaction with the risen Christ on the road to Damascus. 

He asserts that the gospel he proclaims did not come “from 

any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by 

revelation from Jesus Christ” (Gal. 1:11-12). Paul’s 

willingness to embrace both mystery and suffering comes 

from his lived experience with Christ.  

I can imagine Paul’s excitement as he dictates these 

penned words even as he is imprisoned. His joy overflows 
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in poetic language as he attempts to express the mystery of 

Christ (Col. 1:15-20). And what is this mystery? Christ, for 

whom and in whom all things, both visible and invisible, 

are created, is in you.  

Jesus said it before Paul: “You will realize that I am 

in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you” (John 

14:20). Jesus, the Christ, lives in me! Paul’s repetitive use 

of the word all assures us that this is a universal invitation. 

This vast knowledge cannot be comprehended. It is like an 

ocean: we see it, we know it is there, we wade into it, but 

we can never plumb the depths of the mystery. 
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Daily Reading - DAY THREE 

 

Colossians 1:28–29 
28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and 

teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present 

everyone fully mature in Christ. 29 To this end I 

strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so 

powerfully works in me. 

 
Paul’s goal is that everyone be reconciled to Christ, 

and he is single—minded in strenuously giving it 

everything he has. At the same time, Paul credits Christ for 

the powerful energy that is in him. He is even more 

explicit about this power in other writings, claiming that 

this understanding comes straight from Jesus to him: “For 

he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is perfected in weakness’” (2 Cor. 12:9). How do 

we tap into this power that is so focused and seemingly 

inexhaustible in Paul? Dallas Willard outlines three key 

components: 
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• Ask–Express our desire to see Jesus as He 

really is 

• Dwell–Reside in His word 

• Decide – We do not drift into discipleship. 

Willard continues by saying “Nondiscipleship is the 

elephant in the church. The fundamental negative reality 

among Christian believers now is their failure to be 

constantly learning how to live their lives in The Kingdom 

Among Us” (301). 

Where are you in asking, dwelling, and deciding? 
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Daily Reading - DAY FOUR 

 

Colossians 2:1–3 

 I want you to know how hard I am contending for you 

and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me 

personally. 2 My goal is that they may be encouraged in 

heart and united in love, so that they may have the full 

riches of complete understanding, in order that they may 

know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are 

hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 

The goal of Paul’s letter to the Colossians in this 

period of separation “is encouragement in heart and unit[y] 

in love” (vs. 2). Two thousand years later we are in a 

similar situation to that of Paul and the churches: together, 

yet apart. These words are written in May, in the midst of 

COVID-19, to be read in September in a venue of which 

we are not certain. We live with the mystery of 

Coronavirus but also in the mystery of the risen Christ.  
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Like Paul, we do not dwell on our isolation but in the 

hope of resurrection power. I am aware of the fact that the 

virus made itself fully known during Lent and is still with 

us in the liturgical season of Eastertide, those 50 days of 

celebration between the resurrection and the day of 

Pentecost. During Eastertide we remember the mystical 

appearance of the risen Jesus to many of his followers, His 

continued teaching to the disciples, and the anticipation of 

what is to come. It is a season of both celebration and of 

waiting, a time of here, but not yet. Prior to His ascension, 

Jesus “opened their minds so they could understand the 

Scriptures” (Luke 24:45). Earlier He had told them that 

His Father would send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, to 

teach them all things and to remind them of everything He 

had said to them (John 14:25). We have that same access 

to “treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3) 

through the Holy Spirit available right now in “The 

Kingdom Among Us” (Willard 301). 
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Daily Reading - DAY FIVE 

 

Colossians 2:4 
4 I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-

sounding arguments. 

 

Paul knows the power of words. He had discoursed 

with the best of Greek philosophers in Athens when he 

was sent there for safety by Timothy and Silas. As he 

wandered streets and witnessed various idols, he began to 

speak of Jesus Christ and His resurrection. Standing in the 

shadow of the Parthenon on Mars Hill, among temples 

dedicated to Greek deities, Paul spoke to the Areopagus, a 

group of intellectuals who most likely had invited him 

there to humiliate him. In this famous sermon he quoted 

words intended for their god, Zeus, but Paul attributed 

them to the living God: “For in him we live and move and 

have our being. As some of your own poets have said, We 

are his offspring” (Acts 17:28).   
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When he spoke of the resurrection of Jesus, the 

listeners were divided; some made fun of him, others 

asked to hear more. Paul always “resolved to know 

nothing . . . except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Cor. 

2:2). This was the mystery in which Paul lived and shared 

with all who would listen, no matter their station in life. In 

every way Paul lived out the truth of these words written 

by Vladimir Simkhovitch: “Humility cannot be 

humiliated”(qtd. in Thurman 27). Howard Thurman, 

commenting on this observation, said, “[Jesus] recognized 

. . . that anyone who permits another to determine the 

quality of his inner life gives into the hands of the other the 

keys to his destiny” (28). Paul, too, understood this. 
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Daily Reading - DAY SIX 

 

Colossians 2:5 
5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am 

present with you in spirit and delight to see how 

disciplined you are and how firm your faith in Christ is. 

 

During this springtime of COVID-19 we can easily 

relate to Paul’s words, “absent in the body.” We are 

learning new ways to stay connected. Zoom meetings, 

streamed church, and webcasts are now common ways of 

getting together with those with whom we want to stay in 

touch. How can Paul see that the church at Colossae is 

disciplined and holds firmly to their faith in Christ? It 

would appear that Paul seeks out and is supported by 

fellow believers, even in his imprisonment. Throughout 

Colossians he refers to them by name: Timothy (1:1), 

Epaphras (1:7), Tychicus (4:7), Onesimus (4:9), 

Aristarchus (4:10), Mark (4:10), Jesus called Justus (4:11), 
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Luke (4:14), and Demas (4:14). He also mentions those 

whom he knows in the church at Colossae.  

A careful reading of the letter gives us an implicit 

understanding that communication is thriving among the 

believers in Paul’s circle. These faithful friends have told 

Paul the truth about what’s happening in this congregation, 

and while he finds it necessary to give some pastoral 

guidance, he affirms them in their faith. This mystery of 

Christ in us is fully experienced in relationship: 

relationship with the Trinity and relationship with each 

other. As the lyrics by Peter Scholtes go, “They’ll know 

we are Christians by our love” (The Worship Hymnal 385). 
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Questions for Group Discussion 

1. What part of the Scripture readings or devotional 

writing stood out to you? What part do you have 

questions about or would like to explore more?  

2. The mystery of the faith is that Christ resides in 

you, me, and all who name Him as Lord. What is 

the consequence of this mystery; of Christ in you? 

3. The mystery of Christ has been disclosed to the 

Lord’s people, the church. In what ways has the 

church revealed to you and to your neighbors the 

gospel of Jesus?  

4. Considering the events of the day, what are ways 

the church could reveal the mystery of Christ? 

Bring encouragement to God’s people? And 

express a unity of Love? (Col. 2:2)  

5. What action do the Scripture readings or 

devotional writings call forth from you, your 

group, our church?  
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Prayer for the Week  
 

Breastplate Prayer of St. Francis  
 

Christ with me, Christ before me 

Christ to protect me today 

    Against poison, against burning, 

    Against drowning, against wounding 

    So that there may come abundance and reward. 

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me 

Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 

Christ where I lie, Christ where I sit, Christ where  

I arise, 

Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me, 

Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 

Christ in every eye that sees me, 

Christ in every ear that hears me. 

(Foster 84) 
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Week Four 

JJeessuuss,,  tthhee  VViiccttoorryy  
(Colossians 2:6–15) 

 

Introduction 

“And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he 

made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by 

the cross.” (Colossians 2:15) 

 
Two words that should never go together are triumph 

and the cross. There is nothing triumphant about a cross. It 

was the shameful way of death reserved by the Romans to 

punish the worst of their enemies and criminals. Death by 

crucifixion was set apart for those meant to be a warning 

or spectacle so others would fear the Roman Empire. As 

they conquered new areas the Romans often set up crosses 

outside the city gate to warn everyone of the consequences 
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of messing with them. The Romans were the triumphant 

empire spreading across the world.  
And yet now we celebrate the cross as the triumphant 

victory of Jesus. While the cross was meant to shame Jesus 

and His followers into submitting to the Romans, Jesus 

rose victoriously. The worst the world can do cannot hold 

Him down. Jesus is triumphant.  
We sing a hymn by Eugene Bartlett about Christ’s 

victory. Here’s how the chorus of that song goes: 
O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever 
He sought me and bought me  

with His redeeming blood 

He loved me ere I knew Him  

and all my love is due Him; 

He plunged me to victory  

beneath the cleansing flood.  

Have you ever noticed how that song begins? Here is 

verse one:  
I heard and old, old story,  

how a Savior came from glory, 



81

JESUS, THE VICTORY 
 

 
81 

How He gave His life on Calvary  

to save a wretch like me. 
I heard about His groaning,  

of His precious blood’s atoning, 
Then I repented of my sins  

          and won the victory. (Methodist Hymnal 370) 
When you stop and think about it, it does not make 

sense that the victory of Jesus comes from His shameful, 

painful, vicious death. What looked like defeat is now our 

victory. This victory is given to you for every area of your 

life. Bible scholar N.T. Wright comments, “. . . all the 

authorities and rulers that might try to take over your life 

are included in the ones shamed by the triumph of God in 

the cross of Jesus” (171). 
Jesus’ victory is my victory.  
Jesus’ victory is your victory.  
Jesus is greater because He has triumphed through the 

cross.  
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Daily Reading - DAY ONE 

 

Colossians 2:6–7 
6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 

Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and built 

up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were 

taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

 

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 

Lord…”  

“ . . . as Lord . . . ”    The lack of any possessive pronoun 

here caught my attention. If your experiences have been 

anything like mine, you have heard or been asked 

countless times “Have you accepted Jesus as your Lord 

and Savior?” 
It is subtle, but I think it makes all the difference.  

I did a quick and dirty word study to see how many 

times Lord with possessive pronouns and the definite 

article the showed up in the NIV translation of the Bible. 

The results were interesting: 

Your Lord (God) – 525 
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Our Lord — 92  

The Lord – 6,483  

God is a personal God. One with whom we can be 

deeply intimate. But how often do I sit and think about 

how God is THE Lord? 

He is Lord over every government on earth. He is 

Lord over every ocean, forest, and desert. He is Lord over 

my finances and my family’s health. And yes, He is not 

only Lord of MY life, but also of my neighbor’s life, 

including the neighbor who does not believe in the Lord.  

I encourage you to take a few moments and name 

everything that comes to mind saying, “Jesus, you are THE 

Lord over XYZ.” It was by Him, after all, that all things 

were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities 

(Col. 1:16). 

When Jesus is THE Lord over EVERYTHING, how 

much more confidence do we have to root and build 

ourselves up in Him; to put our faith in Him; and to 

overflow with thankfulness? 
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Daily Reading - DAY TWO 

 

Colossians 2:8–9 
8 See to it that no one takes you captive through 

hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on 

human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this 

world rather than on Christ. 
9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 

bodily form, . . . 

I was puzzled with this phrasing for a while. Why 

would Paul conclude his command of (in my paraphrase) 

“Do not go on believing other ideas of how the world 

works” with “because Jesus is God?” In other words, why 

does Paul seem to imply that our search for knowledge is a 

search for a deity? 

In the Merriam—Webster dictionary deity is defined 

as “God” and God as “the supreme or ultimate reality.” 

Have you ever thought of God as the ultimate reality? I 

certainly have not. Ultimate in this sense is defined as 

“original” or “fundamental” while reality can be 

“something that is neither derivative nor dependent but 
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exists necessarily.” The implications of this are quite 

intriguing. A deity then could be anything we deem to be 

an ultimate reality. 

Humans naturally look for ways to make sense of the 

universe. We’re hard—wired to create order out of chaos. 

Over the millennia we have developed loads of              

“—ologies” to find answers: psychology to understand the 

mind; sociology to understand our relationships; biology to 

understand life; and so on. 

Please understand that I am not knocking these areas 

of study. My point is that I believe Paul is explaining that 

any conclusion of how the world works, if it is apart from 

Christ, is just a shadow of the reality. 

Jesus Christ is the beginning and the end of our search 

for truth. To know Him is everything. 
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Daily Reading - DAY THREE 

 

Colossians 2:10 

. . . 10 and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. 

He is the head over every power and authority. 

 

As the past two days are concluded here, and we can 

take away two truths: 

1. Just as the fullness of reality is found in Jesus, 

we are made full in Christ. We lack nothing.  

2. Because Christ is THE Lord of all, we can 

believe He is able to make us full. We doubt 

nothing.  

Think of the transformation of just your prayer life in 

accepting these truths. Jesus says in Mark 11:24 “whatever 

you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and 

it will be yours.”  

Our prayers for fullness and communion with Christ 

are as close as our willingness to believe and receive. As 

He continues to reveal Himself to us through His Word 
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and prayer, we will see more and more the faithfulness of 

His promises and the power of His word. 

I would like to challenge us today to meditate on 

God’s promises. Any promise. Maybe it is John 14:27, 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give 

to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid.” Or Matthew 28:20, “And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Or perhaps it is simply the promise given today in 

Colossians 2:10, “In Christ you have been brought to 

fullness.” 

Whatever you choose, sit with God and ask Him to 

reveal to you just how powerful and faithful He is to fulfill 

that promise. He wants to do it. 
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Daily Reading - DAY FOUR 

 

Colossians 2:11–12 
11 In him you were also circumcised with a 

circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole 

self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were 

circumcised by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in 

baptism, in which you were also raised with him through 

your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the 

dead. 

 

Since the beginning of my Christian journey, I have 

struggled with what it means to become a new creation in 

Christ (2 Cor. 5:17) because my old self has seemed to 

linger. But only recently have I realized that there is an 

answer that has been staring me in the face for years. 

Here, Paul explains that our “whole self ruled by the 

flesh was put off” by circumcision when we were buried 

and raised with Jesus. Not part of our old self. The whole.  

But how?  

“. . . through your faith in the working of God.” 
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Folks, this is everything.  

When we have faith in Jesus, faith that He is THE 

Lord (Col. 2:6); faith that He is the fullness of Deity in 

bodily form (Col. 2:9-10); faith that Jesus bore our 

iniquities on the cross and brought us healing through His 

wounds (Isa. 53:5); faith that Jesus loves us and wants us 

to be one with Him (John 17:21); that faith allows Jesus to 

circumcise us of our old self. 

Circumcision cuts away part of the body, never to be 

seen again. It does not grow back. Do you see where I am 

going? 

We have nothing less than a new identity when we 

have “faith in the working of God.” And it happens as 

soon as you have faith in Jesus. Not later. Not over time. 

Your new identity is Immediate! 

This is incredible news. Now we can die to our old 

selves and step into our new identity. We are freed of the 

flesh that was holding us back from God and from the life 

He has intended for us. We are now full and able to 

commune with Christ. 
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Daily Reading - DAY FIVE 

 

Colossians 2:13 
13 When you were dead in your sins and in the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with 

Christ. He forgave us all our sins, . . . 

 

I have a dear friend who is seeking the Lord. We have 

been meeting daily for Bible study for some time now, 

discussing difficult theological questions.  

One day when we were talking about Jesus’ power 

and His ability to transform lives, I was ready for push 

back. Perhaps an observation about how miracles rarely 

make the news. The direction she took floored me: “What I 

do not get is why Jesus would forgive people who clearly 

do not deserve to be forgiven.” 

My reaction was, “We just got done talking about 

miracles of faith! How is forgiveness of sins harder to 

believe?” It is the one thing so basic to the Christian faith 

and yet I had become numb to it. There is nothing basic 
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about it. In fact, when you sit and think, it is no less than a 

miracle. 

From my friend’s perspective there are levels of bad 

people. Thankfully, Scripture tells us a different story. 

Romans 3:23 says “all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God.” And we know that wrongdoing of any kind 

makes us feel crummy and separates us from God. 

But praise be to God that this is not the end of our 

story. God created us in His image (Gen. 3:26), and He 

wants us to be His people who love Him with all their 

heart, soul, and strength (Mark 12:30).  

You see, Jesus did not come just so we could stop 

being bad. He came to make us alive in all that He had 

originally planned for us! Once our sins are gone, we can 

step into a full and holy life together with our Lord Jesus 

(John 10:10, 2 Tim. 1:9). The best news? We are alive 

with Jesus forever, beginning the moment we believe.  

This is a miracle I will not be forgetting any time 

soon. 
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Daily Reading - DAY SIX 

 

Colossians 2:14–15 

. . . 14 having canceled the charge of our legal 

indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; 

he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having 

disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 
 

Most of us know about the Law, capital L. The 600—

some do’s and don’ts found throughout the first five books 

of the Bible. But what about the laws, lower—case l, we 

put on ourselves today? A quick way to find these laws is 

to listen for the phrase a good Christian would (or would 

never) . . . .  

These laws are just as binding as the Old Testament 

Law. They make you feel lousy that you are not loving 

your neighbor, not spending enough time with God or at 

church. Before you know it, the focus is on you and what 

you do not do instead of on Christ and what He did!  
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Let us be clear: this is not a denial of the fact that 

there is right and wrong. Christ did not die so we could 

continue to sin (check out Romans 3 for further study on 

this). The difference is that we are now purified by the 

blood of Christ and no longer stand condemned (Rom. 

8:1). This is all part of our new identity we discussed on 

Day Four. As we step out in faith and believe we are 

sinless because of Christ, we no longer stand condemned 

and there is nothing that can stand against us (Rom. 8:31)!  

We are alive and free to move past do’s and don’ts 

and into a righteous life prepared for us since the 

beginning of time (2 Tim. 1:9). Praise be to the Lord Jesus 

forever and ever, Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



94

JESUS IS GREATER: A FIELD GUIDE TO COLOSSIANS 
 

 
94 

Questions for Group Discussion 

1. What part of the Scripture readings or devotional 

writing stood out to you? What part do you have 

questions about or would like to explore more?  

2. In the first daily reading for this week we are 

encouraged to name everything that Jesus is Lord 

over. What were some things you mentioned? 

What did that exercise create in you? 

3. In this section Paul is concerned that we would not 

be influenced through deceptive philosophy and 

the like. In Him we lack nothing. How does this 

encouragement speak to you in an age where there 

is information over load? Even spiritual data 

overload?  

4. “Dead to sin . . . and live to Christ” (Col. 2:13). 

What are signs in your own story of this work of 

Christ in your life? What died, or went away when 

you took a new step of faith with Christ? What 

new life is present in you because of Christ’s work 

in you? 
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5. What action do the Scripture readings or 

devotional writings call forth from you, your 

group, our church?  
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Prayer for the Week  
 

Hope In God  
 

How, O Lord, can I have hope when this world is such 

an insecure place? 

   Natural calamities destroy. 

    Economic uncertainties abound. 

       Human beings kill. 

  ~ 

I AM the light of the world 

  ~ 

What, O God is reliable? What is secure? 

   Not people. 

      Not institutions. 

       Not governments. 

  ~ 

I AM the way, the truth, and the life. 

  ~ 

I fear, Lord, that evil will win out in the end. 

   I worry that my efforts will be for nothing. 

      I feel overwhelmed by powers beyond my control. 
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  ~ 

I AM the resurrection and the life. 

  ~ 

You alone, O Lord, are my hope. You alone are  

my safety. 

You alone are my strength. May I—even with my 

fears and anxieties, 

My insecurities and uncertainties—swing like a needle 

to the pole star of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

(Foster 49) 
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Week Five 

JJeessuuss,,  tthhee  LLiibbeerraattoorr  
(Colossians 2:16–23) 

 

Introduction 

“Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual 

forces of this world, why, as though you still belonged to 

the world, do you submit to its rules…” (Colossians 2:20) 

 
Dallas Willard writes about how many Christians 

have come to think that the thing God cares most about 

most in their life is sin. For many Christians the point of 

the gospel, then, is to learn how to sin less. He calls this 

mindset “The Gospel of Sin Management.” Willard points 

out how this happens on both the conservative and liberal 

wings of the church (35-61). 
The conservative side of the church focuses this sin 

management on personal sin. It is not unusual to hear 
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people talk about all the rules for Christians and what good 

Christians do or do not do. You can probably fill in the 

blank with whatever it is good Christians do or do not do.  
The liberal side of the church focuses this sin 

management on societal sin. You will often hear more 

liberal Christians speak of eliminating the systemic sins 

like racism, economic injustice, and sexism. Again, you 

can probably fill in the blank with whatever it is Christians 

are supposed to fight against in society.  
It becomes two sides of the same coin, both focused on 

the wrong thing. Because what if the point of the gospel is 

not to reduce the amount of sin in our life or the world? 

What if the gospel is not about strategies on becoming less 

sinful, but rather is about something else altogether?  
This is the debate for the Colossians. If our lives are 

found in Jesus, what do we do with all the rules? Paul’s 

point is that you have been liberated. A life lived with 

Jesus is not just giving you a new set of rules; rather, a life 

lived with Jesus is liberating you to live in an entirely new 

way. The life lived with Jesus is the life being transformed 

by the power of the Holy Spirit. This is not about strategies 
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for sinning less; rather it is about opening ourselves to a 

new kind of life altogether.  
Jesus did not die on the cross and rise again so you can 

be good at religion, follow all the rules, and sin less. Jesus 

died and rose so you can live a new and transformed life 

that comes from the Holy Spirit working His resurrection 

power within you.  
Jesus is greater because He liberates us to live a new 

and transformed life.  
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Daily Reading - DAY ONE 

 

Colossians 2:16 
16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you 

eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New 

Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 

 

For what things were the Christians being judged? In 

Acts 10:9-16 Peter is offered food in a dream but refuses it 

because it is unclean under the kosher law. He is told “Do 

not call anything impure that God has made clean.” 

In the first reading of this verse, it could be very easy 

to dismiss the reasons Christians were being judged as not 

relevant. I would challenge you to reread Colossians 2:16 

and contemplate why early Christians would have been 

judged for these things. How does letting someone judge 

you alter or influence your actions? For what current 

things are you letting others judge you? Christ came to 

fulfill the law (Matt. 5:17). His death fulfilled the 

prophecies of the Old Testament and released us from law 

(Rom. 7:6).  
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How did your time of quarantine and breaking from 

meeting in person weekly as a Church affect your view of 

Sunday Worship? As a family we watched the service as it 

was airing weekly at 9:02AM. For us it added to the sense 

of community and instilled the structure for us to be able to 

worship. However, there is so much freedom offered in 

this experience. If you wanted to watch the service later 

you could. You could have chosen to worship on Sunday 

evening, or even Tuesday (I know do not get crazy here). 

As much as I have missed gathering in person, let us pray 

that this break in the normal, and this time away, will lead 

to there being less judgement in the Body of Christ.  
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Daily Reading - DAY TWO 

 

Colossians 2:17 
17 These are a shadow of the things that were to 

come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 

 

In your first reading of this verse does anything just 

jump out at you? The second part of the verse says the 

reality is found in Christ. Christ is the reality and the 

things that were to come were shadows. Shadows do not 

always give us the best representation of the thing that 

casts the shadow. I think of how kids sometimes become 

afraid of a shadow in their room only to find out it is an 

innocuous item or two that looks weird in the dark. 

However, there are also those times that a shadow is a very 

clear outline of the item from which it is cast. A shadow is 

caused by something getting in between the viewer and the 

light that is being cast.  

As Christ is called the light of the world (John 8:12), I 

see much symbolism of Jesus fulfilling the law (Matt. 

5:17). Jesus became the sacrificial lamb when he died on 
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the cross for our sins. Prior to that moment, the Jewish law 

required sacrifices throughout the year to atone for sins. 

This shadow of the ultimate and eternal sacrifice shows us 

how dear and precious is Christ’s love for us. 
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Daily Reading - DAY THREE 

 

Colossians 2:18–19 
18 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and 

the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person also 

goes into great detail about what they have seen; they are 

puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual 

mind. 19 They have lost connection with the head, from 

whom the whole body, supported and held together by its 

ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. 

 

Paul was writing to warn against some heretical 

teachings. Some people were teaching that Christians 

needed to use angels as intercessors when praying to God. 

This false teaching was telling Christians they were not 

worthy to come to the Father, which then diminishes the 

Cross.  

In one of His I AM statements, Jesus said, “I am the 

way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me” (John 14:6). Because Christ died for 

our sins, it is through Him that we can come directly to the 
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Father. Jesus is greater than the angels, who are His 

creation.  

What do you think Paul was meaning in verse 

nineteen? In this verse, the head is a reference to Christ as 

the head of the Church. There are multiple times 

throughout Scripture referencing Christ as the head of the 

Church (Eph. 1:22, 5:23, Col. 1:18). 

I see verse 19 talking about how the Church should 

be. It is a body, has many parts, is held together, is fed and 

nourished and it grows from God. When we are striving 

towards God we will not all be doing the same thing, but 

we are all working towards the same ends.  

We have seen this year how God is greater than social 

distancing. We have experienced in a new way the Church 

as a body of believers and not just a building.   

Today, please pray for other members of the body 

throughout the day.  
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Daily Reading - DAY FOUR 

 

Colossians 2:20 
20 Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual 

forces of this world, why, as though you still belonged to 

the world, do you submit to its rules: 

 

Do you live as if you still belong to this world? Yes, I 

do. Christ died for my sins, and yet I know I do not 

embrace that to its fullest. 

I know that I do not fully grasp the grace and 

forgiveness that I have been given as a child of God. I still 

try to work for and prove my worthiness in His eyes. I do 

this despite being told all my life that salvation is a gift, 

not something one can earn (Eph. 2:8-9).  

How much more difficult must it have been for the 

early Church to wrap their minds around this concept? 

They were raised their entire lives with lists of rules and 

regulations they had to follow in order to stay close to 

God. I think of how many times the Pharisees became 

angry with Jesus for healing people on the Sabbath.  
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These rules were put on early Christians by the 

society at large. To what rules do you find yourself 

submitting? Are these rules those that society has placed 

on you, or are they self imposed? Are there rules to which 

you could stop submitting today, that would allow you to 

live more freely under the grace of God? 

Spend some time praying about rules in your life that 

might be limiting your joy and freedom in Christ. Take a 

piece of paper and write any that come to mind. Then pray 

again, asking for God’s help in freeing you from this. 

Go ahead and throw that paper away! Embrace the 

joy and freedom you have in Christ.  
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Daily Reading - DAY FIVE 

 

Colossians 2:21–22 
21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not 

touch!” 22 These rules, which have to do with things that 

are all destined to perish with use, are based on merely 

human commands and teachings. 

 

Do not! Do not! Do not! These verses make me think 

about legalism in Christianity.  

My early years of being a Christian were very 

legalistic. There was a long list of things that could not be 

done, which only seemed to continue to grow. There was a 

list, not as long, of things that must be done. This was not 

beneficial or healthy for my early development as a 

Christian. I would find myself many times getting as close 

to that do not line as I could without crossing it. I can 

remember frequently hearing the adage “it is the spirit of 

the law, not the letter.” I can remember a Godly man 

pouring life into me, talking about when we strive towards 

Christ we will naturally move away from those things on 
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the do not list. This was such a liberating revelation, to 

realize that if my goal was to be like Christ, to walk with 

Him, and to reflect Him to others, I needed to strive to 

grow closer to Him. Instead of trying to not do this or that 

I was able to strive to be like Christ.  

When you read Colossians 2:21-22, what comes to 

mind for you? Do you find yourself following rules that 

are based on human commands and teachings? 

Please spend some time in prayer today, ask God to 

fill you with the desire to grow closer to Him.  
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Daily Reading - DAY SIX 

 

Colossians 2:23 
23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of 

wisdom, with their self—imposed worship, their false 

humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they 

lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence. 

 

At the end of verse 23 we are told, “but they lack any 

value in restraining sensual indulgence.” I look at this as a 

reference to what fruit the regulations, self-imposed 

worship, false humility, and harsh treatment of the body 

bear. In Matthew 7:15-20 Jesus warns of false prophets. 

He goes on to tell us that it is by the fruit that we can tell if 

the tree is good or bad. Here, Paul is letting the Church 

know that these false teachers are showing their true nature 

by their inability to bear good fruit. Are there regulations 

that you have imposed on yourself that are not bearing 

good fruit? 

When I look at the fruit that I want to see being 

produced from my walk with Christ I reflect on John 
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13:34-35. The thought that everyone will know Christians 

by their love for each other is such a powerful identity 

marker. It is also a very convicting time of self reflection 

when I think, was that the love of Christ I was just 

showing or just apathetic tolerance? 

As we strive to be more like Christ and as we grow 

closer to Him we can remain confident that we will be 

showing the love of God in our lives.  

Lord, let our prayer be that we will love others so 

deeply that the world will see Your light in us.  
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Questions for Group Discussion 

1. What part of the Scripture readings or devotional 

writing stood out to you? What part do you have 

questions about or would like to explore more?  

2. In the introduction we are met with Dallas 

Willard’s phrase, “the gospel of sin 

management.” How have these ideas been at work 

in your walk of faith?  

3. Paul describes the do nots, as being problematic 

because they fail to reveal the real nature of the 

heart in need of transformation. Where are places 

where you once had do nots but are now 

experiencing freedom because of the 

transformation of Christ?    

4. The encouragement of Col. 2:18-19 is to stay 

connected to the body of Christ, because Jesus is 

investing in the body. What has helped you stay 

connected to the body? How has being connected 

to the body contributed more freedom in Christ?  
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5. What action do the Scripture readings or 

devotional writings call forth from you, your 

group, our church?  
 

 

Prayer for the Week  
 

A Freedom Prayer 
 

Dear God, form us into a peculiar people who live 

differently because we have been transformed by you. May 

the courage of the early Christians teach us to laugh at 

fear, to starve greed, and to live with the winsome freedom 

of the lilies and the sparrows. Amen.    

(Claiborne 369) 
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Colossians 3 

Painting:  LLooookk  UUpp  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I enjoy cloud watching. When I look up, it is a lovely 

reminder that we serve God Almighty, Maker of Heaven 

and Earth, Creator, and Master of the Universe! Revelation 

1:7 says: “Behold, He is coming with the clouds.” God 

constantly has His watchful eye on us, providing and 
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meeting our every need no matter in what circumstance we 

find ourselves. As I have lived more of my Christian life, it 

has been in the space of joy and sorrow that Christ draws 

me closer in the presence of His loving embrace. As He 

leads, Jesus invites us to dance in the rhythm of His grace 

where peace and joy soar above our present circumstances.  

A cherished hymn that is always on my heart and 

mind as I look up is  

Turn your eyes upon Jesus.  

Look full in His wonderful face,  

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 

In the light of His glory and grace. 

(The Hymnal 335)  

About a year ago, The Lord placed on my heart to 

paint this illustration. It hangs in my living room and it has 

been a helpful reminder that when the storms of life come, 

whether they are protecting, correcting, or perfecting 

through trials, hardships, sorrow, suffering, or a loss of a 

loved one . . . to keep my eyes on Christ who is my life. 

Jesus calms the storm and promises to get us safely to the 
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other side. I can trust God’s eternal perspective and know 

He is working everything together for good (Rom. 8:28).  

In Randy Alcorn’s book Heaven (20), he reminds us 

as we reflect on Colossians 3:1-2 that this is a direct 

command to set our hearts and minds on Heaven. To long 

for Heaven is to long for Christ, and to long for Christ is to 

long for Heaven, for that is where we will be with Him. 

God’s people are “longing for a better country” (Heb. 

11:16).  
We set our minds on Heaven because we love Jesus 

Christ and Heaven is where He now resides. I love this 

beautiful perspective. 
Songs that lead in Praise and Worship:  

• Higher Ways; Steven Curtis Chapman  

• I Can Only Imagine; Bart Millard/MercyMe  

• Be Enthroned; Bethel Music and Jeremy 

Riddle 
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Week Six 

JJeessuuss,,  tthhee  NNeeww  LLiiffee  
(Colossians 3:1–17) 

 

Introduction 

“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 

your hearts on things above…” (Colossians 3:1) 

 
We talk a lot about the new life we have in Jesus, and 

how He changes our lives. We talk about how Jesus gives 

us hope and peace, and the eternal life He offers.  
Here is another way to talk about the new life: a 

present reality. Listen to these words, “. . . you have been 

raised with Christ . . .” Notice it: have been raised. As in, 

this reality is already true.  
Notice the other small word here: “. . . with  

Christ . . .” Some translations will insert the word together 

in this sentence, as in together with Christ. This small 
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word teaches us that what is true for Jesus is true for you 

and me. As Jesus has been raised from the dead, you also 

have been raised from the dead. This is not just a promise 

about the future and when we die, it is a description for life 

right now. The Christian life in the present is a life of 

resurrection.  
Yet, at the same time, we struggle. We are tempted. 

We sin. We become discouraged and depressed.  
There is a certain tension in the gospel. On one hand, 

Jesus has already been raised from the dead and is inviting 

us into a new kind of life today. And yet, we still struggle 

as we live in this sin—soaked world. How can both be 

true?  
One way theologians describe this tension is to 

describe the Christian life as an experience of the already, 

not yet. Already. In the past, Jesus died and was raised to 

life. He has already defeated sin and death. He has already 

defeated my struggles and stands victoriously.  
Not Yet. We are not yet living in the full promise of 

what Jesus has already done. In the future, Jesus will 

return and reign as King over all creation. In the future, 
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Jesus will condemn Satan and destroy all evil as He 

accomplishes all that He began on the cross and with the 

empty grave.  
In the meantime, we live in the hope of new life. We 

live in the hope of what Jesus has already done and in the 

hope of what He will someday do. We can trust Jesus to 

continue to change our lives and complete this 

transformation when He returns.  
Jesus is greater because He is the one who brings us 

new life, both now and for eternity.  
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Daily Reading - DAY ONE 

 

Colossians 3:1–2 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your 

hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 

hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on 

earthly things. 

 

Paul says that since we have been raised with Christ, 

we should set our hearts and minds on things above. 

Faithful Christian living begins with our focus. If we allow 

ourselves to be swept along by our whims and impulses or 

by the wants and desires of others, living for Christ will be 

a constant struggle. 

Therefore, Paul commands us to set our hearts and 

minds on things above. We are to be purposeful in our 

focus and intentional about filling our hearts and minds 

with God’s wisdom and truth. We are to live with God’s 

values, His desires and with God’s priorities. As Paul 

wrote in Philippians 2:5, “Let the same mind be in you that 

was in Christ Jesus.” 
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Setting our hearts and minds on Christ begins with 

spending time in God’s Word regularly. Scripture is God’s 

primary way of revealing His wisdom and guidance. 

Another step is being mindful of the things we think 

about. As we strive to set our hearts and minds on things 

above, we remember Paul’s instructions: 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever 

is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence and 

if there is anything worthy of praise, think 

about these things (Phil. 4:8). 

Finally, memorizing key passages of Scripture keeps 

the Word accessible. As we memorize Scripture, it 

becomes a part of who we are and begins to shape who we 

are becoming. You can begin by memorizing Colossians 

3:1-2. 
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Daily Reading - DAY TWO 

 

Colossians 3:3–4 

3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with 

Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, 

then you also will appear with him in glory. 

 

“Your life is now hidden with Christ in God.” When 

Paul says that we have died he is not referring to our 

physical death, but rather to our death to sin and         

self—centeredness at the time we committed our life to 

Jesus. Through His death we receive new life in Christ. As 

Paul wrote in Galatians 2:19-20: “I have been crucified 

with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ 

who lives in me.” What an amazing reality: Jesus Christ is 

living in you! The presence and power of Jesus, the love 

and hope of Jesus, the grace and joy of Jesus all dwell in 

each of us who have surrendered our life to Christ! 

Paul continues on to say, “your life is now hidden 

with Christ in God.” The Greek word he uses for hidden is 

the word krypto. It is the root of our English word 
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encrypted and means concealed and secure. When we put 

our faith in Christ, our life is secure. We do not need to 

fear the challenges of today or the uncertainties of 

tomorrow, because nothing can separate us from God’s 

love. We do not need to worry if our faith is strong enough 

because God’s grace is greater than any mistake we have 

ever made or any doubts we will ever have. We do not 

need to live with anxiety considering God’s peace is richer 

and deeper than any hardships we’ll ever face. 

“Your life is now hidden with Christ in God.” Take a 

few minutes to ponder the hope and security of that 

wonderful promise! 
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Daily Reading - DAY THREE 

 

Colossians 3:5–11 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your 

earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil 

desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the 

wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, 

in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid 

yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, 

slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to 

each other, since you have taken off your old self with its 

practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being 

renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here 

there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but 

Christ is all, and is in all. 

 

Here Paul reminds us that our character counts. The 

saving grace of Christ is about more than just our eternal 

destiny. The saving grace of Christ is meant to transform 

our thoughts and actions, here and now.  
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The problem of sin reveals more than simply the 

things we do that are sinful. Sin goes much deeper. Sin is 

part of our very nature. The sinful acts we commit flow out 

of the sin and selfishness that is rooted in our hearts. 

Thus, just as the cure for the common cold goes 

deeper than holding back the urge to cough and sneeze, the 

cure for sin goes deeper than simply holding back our 

sinful impulses and selfish desires. The cure for sin 

requires the renewing of our hearts through the 

transforming power of God.  

As Paul says, we need to put to death our sinful 

earthly nature (vs. 5). This begins by confronting the sin 

and selfishness within us. We must confess both our sin 

and our helplessness to remove that sin on our own. Then 

we must invite God to cleanse our heart and renew our 

mind so that we can put on that new self that becomes ours 

in Christ. 

Take some time to sit in silence and ask God for the 

courage to recognize and confront the sin and selfishness 

within you. As God brings sins and selfishness to mind, 
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confess them to God and invite Him to cleanse your heart, 

renew your mind and fill your actions with love. 
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Daily Reading - DAY FOUR 

 

Colossians 3:12–13 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 

loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each 

other and forgive one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you. 

 

God has picked out the perfect wardrobe for you. It is 

a beautiful wardrobe of compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience. And, it is the same wardrobe 

Jesus wore! 

Take a moment and reflect on each of the qualities: 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

Note that all of these qualities are relational. Each impacts 

how we perceive, respond to and treat others. They all 

contribute to building strong, healthy relationships and 

strong, healthy people. 



132

JESUS IS GREATER: A FIELD GUIDE TO COLOSSIANS 
 

 
130 

These five inward qualities of the heart form the 

foundation for us to fulfill Paul’s instruction to “bear with 

one another and forgive one another” (vs. 13). As the 

qualities of Christ grow stronger within us, the outward 

actions will become easier, and eventually, even natural. 

What difference would it make in your life if your 

heart was clothed with these qualities of Christ? In your 

family? In your friendships? In your workplace? 

Who in your life needs you to bear with them even 

though they can be difficult? Who needs you to stand with 

them through hardships and challenges? As Christ has 

forgiven you, who in your life do you need a special 

measure of humility and gentleness to forgive? 

Take a moment to celebrate and give thanks for the 

qualities of Christ that are strong within you. Then invite 

God to continue to clothe you in His perfect wardrobe. 
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Daily Reading - DAY FIVE 

 

Colossians 3:14–15 
14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds 

them all together in perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you were called to peace. And be 

thankful. 

 

When contractors build with concrete, they always 

weave steel reinforcing rods through the concrete to give it 

strength, stability and durability. Without these reinforcing 

rods, the concrete would crack and crumble under heavy 

loads. 

Paul is saying that love is the reinforcing rod for the 

qualities in verse 12: compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience. Wonderful as they are, without 

love to hold them together they can crack and crumble 

under heavy loads. It is love that strengthens and sustains 

these characteristics and it is love that binds them all 

together. 
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The Greek word here for love is agape. Agape love is 

unconditional, self—giving love. It was Jesus’ agape love 

for us that carried Him to the cross. A recurring theme in 

Scripture is that our love for others is an important 

indicator of how we are doing in our relationship with 

God. Take a moment to reflect on what your love for 

others says about your relationship with God. 

Paul continues on to say, “Let the peace of Christ rule 

in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 

called to peace” (vs. 15). It is easy to let our differences 

with others pull us apart. Yet, we are called to be 

peacemakers and bridge builders. Our own wants and 

desires are not to rule our lives; instead, we are to pursue 

the peace and unity of the whole group. How could you be 

more of a peacemaker and bridge builder in your family? 

In your workplace? Among your friends? 
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Daily Reading - DAY SIX 

 

Colossians 3:16–17 
16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as 

you teach and admonish one another with all 

wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, 

singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And 

whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. 

 

What is the difference between a guest who passes 

through from time to time and person who lives with you 

and makes their home with you? A guest brings temporary 

changes to our lifestyle and patterns; while someone who 

makes their home with us has a lasting impact on how we 

think, act and live. 

So, when Paul says, “Let the message of Christ dwell 

among you richly,” he is reminding us that the effects of 

Scripture are meant to be more than temporary or 

superficial. We must allow God’s Word to take root in our 
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hearts and minds so that it makes a deep and lasting impact 

on how we think, act and live. Let the message of Christ 

penetrate deeply into your heart to illuminate the dark 

corners of your soul. Allow God’s word to permeate your 

heart, filling you to overflowing with His perfect love, 

hope and wisdom. Let the Scriptures mold you and shape 

you, making you more like Jesus every day. To do this, 

spend time in the Bible each day: meditate on it; memorize 

it, and most importantly of all, apply it to your life. 

Finally Paul says, “whatever you do, whether in word 

or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (vs. 17). 

We are not meant to live on our own or for ourselves. God 

created us to live with Him and to live for Him. All we 

say, all we do, all we are is meant to bring honor to Jesus. 

Take a moment to dedicate your life to Christ, today and 

forever. 
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Questions for Group Discussion 

1. What part of the Scripture readings or devotional 

writing stood out to you? What part do you have 

questions about or would like to explore more?  

2. We begin this week’s Scripture reading by hearing 

that we have been “raised with Christ”. Identify 

and name some of the moments when the 

resurrection power of Christ has been at work in 

your life. How do those moments shape your on—

going faith story? How do you share those 

moments with others? 

3. In Col 3:2 we are encouraged to “set our minds on 

things above.” The devotional writer speaks of the 

importance of spending time in God’s Word. 

What’s your practice of spending time in the 

Word? What’s the Scripture that has given shape 

to your faith?  

4. The devotional reading on day five speaks about 

being peacemakers and bridge builders. What 

steps can be taken in the place where you live to 

be a peacemaker and a bridge builder? Who do 
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you need to seek to make peace? To speak with? 

So that the peace of Christ touches and transforms 

the community? 

5. What action do the Scripture readings or 

devotional writings call forth from you, your 

group, our church?  

 
 

Prayer for the Week  

A Reconciling Community  
 

So that we may be an embracing and reconciling 

community, Lord Christ, let your peace rule in our hearts, 

let Your word dwell in us richly, and let Your name 

govern all that we say or do. Amen. 

(Gross 261) 
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Paul encourages the Colossians to continually seek 

and think with a heavenly perspective. As I read 

Colossians, I love how Paul very practically gives sibling 

guidance to believers in what are not virtues in their new 

lives, but are old dirty rags and vices from their former 

way of life. He tells them to completely get rid of them 
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because they are deathly and out of fashion: “sexual 

immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, and greed, which is 

idolatry . . . anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy 

language . . . and lying” (Col. 3:5, 8-9). 

Paul certainly addresses that there are flaws in our 

thinking that need transforming as we prayerfully examine 

our lives, face our shortcomings and look to the Word of 

God. 

As I walk with God, some things are easier than 

others in discerning God’s will for me. In the Scripture we 

just read, the vices are obviously opposed to the righteous 

living God desires for us. In contrast, we know that the 

virtues are pleasing to God. We can know that they are in 

God’s will and are pleasing to Him, just as understanding 

and following the command in Colossians 3:13 to “forgive, 

as the Lord forgave you.” Often as we seek God’s will it 

takes time: while we pray, question, listen and wait on 

Him to answer. 

One of the ways I have found to be an important part 

of developing a more intimate relationship with God as I  
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seek His will and listen to His small voice is through 

reading the Bible Lectio Divina style, encountering Christ 

daily and journaling. It is a wonderful way of letting the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly. God’s Word comes 

alive and will lift off of the pages, transforming your heart, 

soul, and thought life . . . you will grow in a deeper more 

intimate relationship with Christ, making an impact on all 

your relationships, all you do, and it will make an impact 

on the world around you. 

Songs that lead in Praise and Worship:  

• Flawless; MercyMe  

• Changed; Phil Joel 

• Word of God Speak; MercyMe,  

• Be Still & Know; Stephen Curtis Chapman 

• Be Enthroned; Bethel Music and Jeremy 

Riddle 
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Week Seven 

JJeessuuss,,  tthhee  NNeeww  FFaammiillyy  
(Colossians 3:18–4:1) 

 

Introduction 

“Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is 

fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not 

be harsh with them.” (Colossians 3:18–19) 
 

There are some parts of the Bible we love and in these 

parts we find comfort, strength and encouragement. And 

then there are passages where wives are told to submit to 

their husbands and we think, really? What do we do with 

passages like this? These passages do not seem to age 

well. Our culture has moved well beyond this idea that 

anyone would ever be told to submit to anyone. Telling 

wives to submit reeks of misogyny and outdated gender 

roles.  
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But before we throw this out as old—fashioned let us 

think a bit more deeply about this, and let us think about 

this teaching on the family within the bigger picture. 

Going one step further, let us think about this historically. 
 In the First Century, women were the lowest 

members of a Roman household. Male slaves held a higher 

place in a Roman household than a wife or daughter. It is 

no wonder Paul would tell a wife to submit, as this sounds 

exactly like what would have been expected in a Roman 

household. In the Christian teaching, this is not the end of 

the story. The corresponding idea is that husbands should 

love their wives. And everytime the word love is used in 

the New Testament it is always used to speak of a life of 

sacrifice and submission.  
Also consider some of the things Jesus said, such as:  

. . . whoever wants to become great among 

you must be your servant, and whoever 

wants to be first must be your slave—just as 

the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 

for many (Matt. 20:26-28). 
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The bigger—picture Christian message calls anyone 

with power to reevaluate how to use that power. Unlike 

their Roman neighbors in the First Century, Christians 

were not called to use their power for themselves, but for 

others. Colossians 3 teaches us that this life of service and 

submission even happens in the home. Our culture needs 

to hear that message just as much as anyone in Paul’s time 

needed it.  

Jesus is greater, because He is inviting us into a new 

kind of family based on service and submission.  
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Daily Reading - DAY ONE 

 

Colossians 3:18–19 
18 Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is 

fitting in the Lord. 
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with 

them. 

 

“Wives, submit . . .” I get stuck right there. The 

wording is kind of a conversation stopper, isn’t it? Have 

you, husbands and wives, often skipped over reading this 

section, like I have (I do not like submit, it does not apply, 

I already love my wife, etc.)? This God—breathed and 

useful teaching (2 Tim. 3:16) remains as an often 

misunderstood, misused, and misapplied passage for the 

Christian marriage. If He wrote it, let us use it!   

In the culture of the First Century patriarchal society, 

women held zero rights: the norms demanded the wife’s 

submission to her husband, no matter what. Women, 

children, and slaves had no rights of moral decision 
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beyond simple obedience (Kaiser 642). Men were not 

expected to love their wives, not as Paul is saying here.  

With new life in Jesus, as God’s very own, you are 

raised with Christ, so set your hearts up there! You are 

holy, you are dearly loved, and you are forgiven (Col. 3:1, 

12-13). For all who read these words, then and now, 

submit and love have new meaning and new context. In 

Christ, as we look at this valuable guide for Christian 

marriage, you might read it like this: 

Out of awe and reverence for Christ, submit 

to one another (Eph. 5:21). Whatever you do, 

do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus (Col. 

3:17). Wives, with Christ in the center—

neither coerced nor in blind obedience—

freely follow your husband’s leadership and 

show him honor.  

Husbands, you have the greater burden in the way to 

love your wives! God ordained your leadership in creation 

and He prescribes that you are to show to your wife, in 

words and actions, the same selfless, sacrificial and special 

lay—down—your—life agape love of Christ!  
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This guide for Christian love and submission in 

marriage is as counter—cultural today as it was for those 

to whom Paul initially wrote. How can we wives submit 

and husbands love in order to strengthen the gift of 

marriage God has given us? The world is watching today, 

as it was then. What are we showing them through the way 

we relate to our spouse in mutual submission and love? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



149

JESUS, THE NEW FAMILY 
 

 
147 

Daily Reading - DAY TWO 

 

Colossians 3:20–21 
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this 

pleases the Lord. 
21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will 

become discouraged. 

 

Christian parenting in the First Century sounds like it 

was as challenging then as it is today! Children still have 

to be told to obey and parents (or whomever serves in the 

role) need to handle with care! In two of his circulating 

letters to us then and now, Paul gives us God’s view on 

Christian Family 101: Children obey, Parents encourage. 

Children, obey in everything. All things? Yes, 

because implied is a home filled with the love of God, led 

by Christian parents with Christian attitudes. It is not 

unreasonable to ask children to obey their parents in 

everything, that is, everything that lines up with God’s 

Word. God gently tells us “Obey because it pleases me, 

and it is the right thing!” 
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As with husbands and wives, the main responsibility 

falls on the one in authority, and Paul begins with “Parents 

do not!” Do not embitter or exasperate (aggravate, irritate, 

tear down) your children. I do not know anyone of any age 

who thrives under such treatment! But God is good and 

tells us why, even though we have all experienced the 

feeling: they will become discouraged, disheartened, 

dispirited. Why would we, as parents, want to cause these 

feelings, and in response, why would a child want to obey? 

Parents, we know what we are commanded to do! 

Instead of exasperating your child, do this: “Bring them up 

in the training and instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4, Pv. 

22:6). Just as we desire our children to obey us out of love 

and trust, how much more does our Lord desire our 

obedience because we love Him and we trust Him and 

what He has accomplished on our behalf?  

In His beautiful discourse in John 14, Jesus says three 

times, in three ways: “If you love me, you will obey what I 

command” (John 14:15, 21, 23). So then, parents, how 

well do you know Jesus’ commands? How much time do 

you spend showing Jesus your love as you are obedient to 
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spend time in His word? How can we expect to train our 

children in the Word if we are not ourselves immersed in 

it? Neither child nor parent can obey what they do not 

know.   

God has not given us His Word and told us to obey 

shouting because I TOLD YOU SO. He has given us His 

Word with His because I love you so much action and 

character. I am not compelled to obey the Lord out of fear 

or in discouragement or exasperation. I am compelled to 

obey because I love Him. How can we pass this along to 

our children? What can we show the world in the process? 
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Daily Reading - DAY THREE 

 

Colossians 3:22–23 
22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; 

and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to curry 

their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for 

the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your 

heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, . . . 

 

Slavery is abhorrent to us today, but it was a common 

and accepted institution in Paul’s society. Paul places 

emphasis on the behavior of the Christian slave in 

relationship to the master in the Christian household for 

the purpose of advancing the gospel. Abundant Scriptures 

leave no doubt that all those who come to God through 

Jesus Christ have eternal life and are equal in His sight 

(Rom. 10:12, 1 Cor. 12:13, Gal. 3:26-28, Col. 3:11). 

The reality is we all work for someone, in some 

capacity. Most work multiple jobs, although not 

necessarily for an actual paycheck! Whatever you do, if 

you are doing something for someone else, let us call it 
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work. Whether it is your taxpaying job, at home tasks, at 

church, volunteering, whatever it is, you can personalize 

this passage and check not only the integrity of your work, 

but also your heart condition while you work! Go ahead, 

put your name in place of “slaves,” fill in your job or task, 

along with your place of “work”! 

While you are at it, answer these questions: Are you 

working hard in everything, not just a few things? Are you 

doing your very best all the time, or are you           

people—pleasing, just giving eye—service, working 

harder when someone is watching? Possibly cheating the 

boss and working less when no one is around? You do not 

have to be whistling while you work, but are you grateful 

or are you grumbling? 

In anything and everything we do, Paul puts great 

emphasis on the attitude of our heart and object of our 

worship. So much so, he says it twice! Work 

wholeheartedly, work with a sincere heart, a devout heart, 

and work with reverence, awe, and honor for the Lord! 

Again, work at everything with all your heart, as if you are 
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working for the Lord! I think we can safely say everything 

you do counts as kingdom work. 

Ultimately, all our work is for the Lord and His glory. 

How can we make every job, all the time, whether it is 

considered menial or monumental, an act of worship and 

service to the Lord? How are you glorifying God in your 

daily work? 
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Daily Reading - DAY FOUR 
 

Colossians 3:24 

. . . 24 since you know that you will receive an 

inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord 

Christ you are serving. 

 

An inheritance can be a touchy subject, especially if it 

is not doled out the way we expect, or think we deserve. 

On the other hand, receiving an inheritance can totally 

change your life in a positive way. No doubt many hoping 

for their earthly inheritance try to earn brownie points or 

give eye—service trying to get in good graces with the one 

who is the source, possibly even fooling them! In most 

cases, the inheritance comes our way based on the hard 

work and subsequent death of someone who thinks we’re 

special.  

Scripture is clear that it is God the Father who 

qualifies us for our inheritance, not based on anything we 

have done or earned, and brownie points not necessary. As 

children of God, we gain the inheritance of heaven solely 
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based on the grace and love poured out by Christ on the 

cross for each and every one of us (Mt. 25:34; John 3:16; 

Heb. 9:14-15; 1 Pet. 1:4).  

So we work at whatever we do, with all our hearts, as 

working for the Lord, not men (Eph. 3:23). Why? Because 

we know eternal life is our greatest reward! In case you 

missed it, for the third time in two verses, it is the Lord 

Christ, the Master Messiah, Beautiful Savior, Immanuel—

God with us Jesus we are serving!  

When you have worked as hard as you can for a 

human, and you think no one sees you, you are wrong.  

When you make your work an act of worship, it is the Lord 

Christ you are serving, and He sees you. He misses 

nothing. Human bosses need our work, but their approval 

and payment is temporal. Our Lord Christ does not need us 

(sorry to burst your bubble), but He wants us, and His 

reward is eternal! 

Whom are you serving? With an attitude of love and 

gratitude, is your service an act of worship? 
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Daily Reading - DAY FIVE 
 

Colossians 3:25 
25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their 

wrongs, and there is no favoritism. 

 

Paul is coming to the end of his straightforward Guide 

to Strengthening Relationships in the 1st–21st Century 

Christian Household. As you read, this might be where 

Paul would shake his finger along with the stern warning 

in this verse!  

Thankfully, God shows no favoritism, for he 

welcomes all into His kingdom! 

For there is no difference between Jew and 

Gentile [rich and poor, man and woman, 

slave and master]––the same Lord is Lord 

of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 

for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved” (Rom. 10:13).  
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It is so very important that Peter emphasizes the same 

quote from Joel (Acts 2:21, Joel 2:32).   

Before we pull on our hoity—toity, it is Christ I’m 

serving, Christian fancypants and think we are deserving 

of special treatment when we have done wrong, Paul 

throws in the warning. From the paraphrase of The 

Message: “The sullen servant who does shoddy work will 

be held responsible. Being a follower of Jesus doesn’t 

cover up bad work” (Col. 3:25).   

I am thankful the Lord is righteous and fair in all He 

does. I am honored in His sight when He holds me 

accountable. I am relieved that anyone who does wrong 

will be repaid, because I know the Lord is lovingly just, 

whether His justice or correction is directed to me, or to 

the one who hurt me. 

Circling back to the context that as we have new life 

in Jesus Christ, and with Christ as the leader of all 

relationships––wives and husbands, parents and children, 

slaves and masters––the family household should look 

different to those looking on. As slaves in the Kingdom, 

only eternity will tell how our motives, actions, and 
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attitudes have drawn others to (or away from) our Savior. 

What are others seeing in your relationships? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



160

JESUS IS GREATER: A FIELD GUIDE TO COLOSSIANS 
 

 
158 

Daily Reading - DAY SIX 
 

Colossians 4:1 

4 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and 

fair, because you know that you also have a Master in 

heaven. 

 

Picture the community of new believers as they 

gathered to read Paul’s letter. (This might be a great time 

to go back and read it again for yourself!) To their masters, 

slaves were just things, not people, and they deserved 

nothing. Slaves expected bad, biased, and shameful 

treatment. With this radical instruction flowing from the 

warning “there is no favoritism” (Col. 3:25), Paul goes into 

what those in authority needed to hear, then and now. 

When those in Colossae read the circulating letter to the 

Ephesians, they again received the message: “Masters . . . 

do not threaten [your slaves], since you know that he who 

is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no 

favoritism with him” (Eph. 6:9).  
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Before we think this verse does not apply to us, a 

substitution for master could be anyone in a role of 

leading, supervising, or receiving services. Superior to 

subordinate, employer to employee, consumer to provider, 

organizer to volunteer, diner to server, shopper to clerk . . . 

you fill in the blank. The reality is, unless we are at rest or 

solitude, we are probably functioning in either a superior 

or subordinate role.  

As master––employer, consumer, organizer, diner, 

shopper, homeowner––are you treating the person serving 

you with what is right and fair, with consideration and 

kindness, with justice and compassion? Can your 

employee, volunteer, postman, store clerk, grocery 

checker, food server know, without a doubt, that you 

represent and serve a humble, loving, living, grace and 

peace—giving Lord? Or conversely, are they saying to 

themselves as they see your jewelry cross or your 

bumpersticker or your Sunday—best “why would I want to 

be associated with that hypocritical bunch who call 

themselves Christians?” 



162

JESUS IS GREATER: A FIELD GUIDE TO COLOSSIANS 
 

 
160 

In the very next verses Paul makes it clear why our 

actions count! “Devote yourselves to prayer . . . pray for 

us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that 

we may proclaim the mystery of Christ . . . make the most 

of every opportunity” (Col. 4:2-5). 

The way we treat others matters. Let us not lose the 

opportunity to share the love of God in Jesus Christ 

through our words and actions! 
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Questions for Group Discussion 

1. What part of the Scripture readings or devotional 

writing stood out to you? What part do you have 

questions about or would like to explore more?  

2. These texts speak to the everyday living and 

relationships we encounter; what is your first 

reaction? How does the First Century context help 

give different meaning to how you hear them? 

How does Scripture shape your relationships 

described in the text? 

3. The field of work is recast from something you do 

for people, to an act of service to Christ. How does 

this reframing of work give shape to how you 

think of work, engage in work, and consider those 

who labor?  

4. This section brings new appreciation to those who 

were overlooked or considered less than human. 

Where are the overlooked today? Where are those 

who are considered less than? If the text were 

rewritten for today, who would be called out as 

needing a new sense of fairness and regard for?   
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5. What action do the Scripture readings or 

devotional writings call forth from you, your 

group, our church?  
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Prayer for the Week 
 

Domestic Days (edited) 
 

High King of Heaven, you showed yourself among us 

as the servant of all,  

Speaking stories of a kingdom to come,  

A kingdom in which those who spend themselves  

for love, 

Even in the humblest of services will not be forgotten, 

But whose every service lovingly rendered will be  

 seen from that far vantage 

As the planting of a precious seed blooming  

into eternity. 

 

And so I offer this small service to you, O Lord 

For you make no distinction between those acts 

that bring a person 

    The wide praise of their peers 

And those unmarked acts that are accomplished in 

 quite obedience without accolade. 
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You see instead the heart, the love, and the faithful  

 stewardship of all labors great and small. 

 

And so, in your loving presence, I undertake the tasks 

 You have set before me. 

 

O God, grant that my heart might be ordered aright, 

Receive this service… that I might have increasing  

 joy. Amen. 

(McKelvey 15-17) 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

Colossians 4 

Painting:  PPaauull  SSiiggnniinngg  OOffff  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I read this chapter the words “The love of Christ 

compels us . . .” echo in my heart. Paul’s “intensity about 

life was matched by his faith and love for Jesus Christ” our 

Lord and Savior. You see the love and passion He had for 

Christ at work as he shared the ministry of reconciliation 

(2 Cor. 5:11-21). 
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I was raised in a Christian home, but there is a time 

and place I believe wholeheartedly that you must respond 

to the invitation and take a step of faith and make it your 

own. I responded to the gospel when I was 17 years old in 

the Baptist Church praying a sinner’s prayer much like 

this one to receive Jesus Christ into my heart, and later 

baptized (Rom. 3:23; 1 John 1:9; Luke 15:7).  

God, I’m sorry for my sin. I turn from it right 

now. I thank you for sending Jesus Christ to 

die on the cross for my sin.  

Jesus, I ask you to come into my heart and 

life right now. Be my Lord, Savior, and 

friend. Help me to follow you all the days of 

my life as your disciple. Thank you for 

forgiving and receiving me right now. Thank 

you that my sin is forgiven and that I am 

going to heaven. In Jesus’ name I pray, 

Amen. (New Believer’s Bible A18) 

Placing my faith in Christ was the best decision I ever 

made. It was when I rededicated my life to Christ that I 

really began for the first time to pursue God 
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wholeheartedly with daily Bible reading, prayer, and 

belonging to a community of believers here at Schweitzer 

UMC to worship, serve, and grow as a disciple of Jesus 

Christ. As days and years passed, I began to see and 

understand the importance of having Christians that come 

alongside of you to help you grow in authentic community. 

I am thankful to be part of a beautiful community of 

believers. Jesus saved me, changed my direction, and 

continues to transform my life daily.  

My story is just one story that can be told of how God 

is saving, changing, and transforming lives as He writes 

our stories within His story. The Greatest story ever told. 

Songs that lead in Praise and Worship:  

• Jesus Messiah; Chris Tomlin 

• I Surrender All; Newsboys 

• Grace Got You; Mercy Me  

• Yes And Amen; Chris Tomlin 
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Week Eight 

JJeessuuss,,  tthhee  BBooddyy  
(Colossians 4:2–18) 

 

Introduction 

“Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a 

dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the 

Lord.” Colossians 4:7 

 
In the final seventeen verses of Colossians, Paul 

mentions eleven individuals and two different churches. It 

is easy to think of Paul traveling the Greco—Roman world 

on his own. We might imagine him braving the elements 

as he sailed through storms. He would come into a town 

and on his own set up shop to sell tents. Paul would then 

start to preach in the streets and hundreds, or maybe 

thousands, would come and fall on their knees to confess 
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Jesus as their Savior. It is an attractive story, but it is not 

the truth.  
Paul almost never traveled by himself. He traveled 

with Barnabas, Mark, Luke, Silas, or Timothy. When Paul 

preached he would start in the local synagogue and then 

invite Gentiles to join in. It is likely none of his churches 

numbered more than a few dozen people. Paul worked 

hard at building these few dozen people into a community. 

It was not all that helpful if people believed only when he 

was in town, and as soon as he left they all fell away. Paul 

was working on building something that would endure 

beyond his time with them.  
This explains why Paul wrote letters that always 

contained something about how to live together as a 

church. The most clear version of this teaching is found in 

1 Corinthians 12-14 where he would write a lengthy 

teaching about the church, comparing the believers to a 

body. All of us who belong to Jesus are part of the body. 

Individually, we possess different roles, calls, and gifts. 

Yet we exist to fit together in one body for one purpose.  
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Whenever you read through the New Testament it is 

impossible to miss this truth: the faithful Christian life will 

always involve other Christians. God has created us for 

community and relationships and we need one another if 

we are going to live into what God has for us. There is no 

such thing as an isolated Christian.  
The founder of Methodism, John Wesley, once wrote 

“Holy solitaries is a phrase no more consistent with the 

Gospel than holy adulterers. The Gospel of Christ knows 

no religion but social; no holiness, but social holiness” 

(534). That is, we will never grow into what Jesus has for 

us unless we are part of the Body.  
Jesus is greater, because He is inviting us to be part of 

something bigger than us, the body of Christ.  
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Daily Reading - DAY ONE 
 

Colossians 4:2-4 
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 

thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a 

door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I 

may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 

 

Near the end of his letter to the Colossians, Paul 

writes further instructions regarding prayer. These 

instructions reveal the inward and outward movement of 

prayer, like inhaling and exhaling air. In inhaling, Paul 

writes, “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 

thankful” (vs. 2). The use of the word, watchful, could 

mean being aware of potential threats, seeing opportunities 

to grow in faith, or to advance the gospel. The inward 

prayer is reflective of living in the Presence of God and in 

the present moment. Living in the present moment is to 

become fully aware of one’s surroundings, utilizing all of 

one’s senses to experience the day at hand. Praying 
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inwardly brings forth a spirit of thankfulness for beauty in 

nature, appreciation of others and of God’s Presence in our 

lives. Being thankful is a sign of humility.  

To pray only inwardly leads to selfishness, so prayer 

needs to express beyond oneself. “Pray for me and my 

traveling companions,” Paul asks. He’s asking the 

Colossians to pray that he may see an open door, openings 

to bring the good news of the mystery of Christ to those 

who are responsible for his imprisonment. Instead of 

harboring resentment, Paul hopes his chains will become 

the bonds of understanding and new faith! Abraham 

Lincoln once said, “the best way to defeat your enemy is to 

make him your friend.” This could have seemed an 

impossible task, so Paul is asking for prayers that his 

message be proclaimed clearly. Pray for yourself and pray 

for others. 
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Daily Reading - DAY TWO 
 

Colossians 4:5-6 
5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make 

the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation 

be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that 

you may know how to answer everyone. 

 

Were it not for the grace of God, Christianity might 

have ceased to exist long ago. Historians note many 

internal challenges to the faith, such as the pornographic 

era of the church during the middle ages. The rampant 

sexual abuse among the clergy, the Spanish Inquisition, the 

selling of indulgences, and more, tarnished the integrity of 

the Christian faith.  

Today, we are living in another era when Christianity 

is also tarnished with scandal. We hear of unethical 

television evangelists making financial gain from gullible 

people, pedophile priests preying upon children, and the 

adopting of secular values, all which project an 

unflattering image of Christianity. Polled as to what people 
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outside the church think of Christians, the words, 

hypocrisy and judgmental, occur most often. As more 

people self—profess atheism, the future of Christianity is 

at stake.  

Therefore, what the apostle Paul wrote to the 

Colossians contains great relevancy for the church today.  

Be wise in the way you act toward 

outsiders; make the most of every 

opportunity. Let your conversation be 

always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so 

that you may know how to answer 

everyone.  

Obeying these words of Scripture would create more 

goodwill as people build their lives upon a spiritual and 

moral foundation.  

Christians are ambassadors for Christ twenty—four 

hours a day. As we are being closely scrutinized, we must 

strive to live above reproach. Our manner should reflect 

the grace of Christ, and all that we do or say should bring 

glory to His name.  
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Daily Reading - DAY THREE 
 

Colossians 4:7-11 
7 Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a 

dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the 

Lord. 8 I am sending him to you for the express purpose 

that you may know about our circumstances and that he 

may encourage your hearts. 9 He is coming with 

Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of 

you. They will tell you everything that is happening here. 
10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his 

greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You 

have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, 

welcome him.) 11 Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends 

greetings. These are the only Jews among my  

co—workers for the kingdom of God, and they have proved 

a comfort to me. 

 

One of the central themes of the New Testament is the 

emphasis upon forgiveness. Jesus taught the Lord’s Prayer 

to His disciples saying, [God] “forgive us our trespasses as 
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we have forgiven those who have trespassed against us” 

(Mt. 6:12). As Jesus was nailed to the cross He prayed to 

His Father, “forgive them for they know not what they do” 

(Luke 23:34). If Christians do not grasp the whole concept 

and importance of forgiveness, the heart of the gospel has 

been missed. In verses 7-11, we see how forgiveness has 

worked out in important ways.  

Paul introduced and commended several men we hear 

about in other letters: Tychicus, Onesimus, Aristarchus and 

Mark. Onesimus was a runaway slave who had become a 

Christian under Paul’s tutelage. His owner, Philemon, 

could have severely punished him had he been caught. 

When he wrote Philemon, who was also a Christian, Paul 

asked him to forgive Onesimus and treat him as a fellow 

Christian believer.  

Earlier, a young man named Mark traveled with Paul 

and Barnabas, but something happened that turned Paul 

against Mark. Paul refused to travel with Mark and thought 

of him as unreliable. But in Colossians, written twelve 

years later, Paul commended Mark as one whose word is 

trustworthy and true. Paul forgave Mark and they became 
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close associates. Mark would go on to write the gospel of 

Mark.  

Even though forgiveness can be difficult, we are to 

forgive others. Jesus died so God would forgive us! Who 

are we not to forgive? 
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Daily Reading - DAY FOUR 
 

Colossians 4:12-13 
12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ 

Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer 

for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, 

mature and fully assured. 13 I vouch for him that he is 

working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and 

Hierapolis. 

 

Colossians was most likely intended as a circular 

letter to be sent to other churches besides the believers in 

Colossae. Paul mentions other church leaders as joining 

him in sending best wishes, including Epaphras. Paul 

describes Epaphras as being “one of you and a servant of 

Christ Jesus” (vs. 12). One of you, could mean he was 

from the same region, or possibly he was a Gentile convert 

like many of them. Being like a servant or slave under the 

complete authority of a master, Epaphras was serving in 

submission to Christ. Epaphras had given himself totally 
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and wholly to Jesus. “He is always wrestling in prayer for 

you,” Paul writes.  

To describe wrestling, conveys an image of struggling 

with effort. His prayer is not some easy exercise requiring 

little imagination. I have wrestled numerous times in 

prayer when faced with some severe challenges, for myself 

or on behalf of others. These prayers were intense and 

continuous. The outcome would have serious 

consequences. Wrestling prayers call upon God for divine 

aid, insight, strength and perseverance.  

Epaphras’ prayer was for these new Christians to 

“stand firm in all the will of God, mature and feeling 

assured.” The threat was that they might be led astray by 

false teachers. He is praying that despite serious challenges 

they will keep the faith! 
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Daily Reading - DAY FIVE 
 

Colossians 4:14–17 

14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send 

greetings. 15 Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters 

at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house. 
16 After this letter has been read to you, see that it is 

also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in 

turn read the letter from Laodicea. 
17 Tell Archippus: “See to it that you complete the 

ministry you have received in the Lord.” 

 

The ending of chapter four comes across much like 

our own letters we might have written. Paul’s friends, 

Luke, the doctor, and Demas, send their greetings, he 

writes. And by the way, “give my greetings to the brothers 

at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.” 

These words convey an impression of intimacy and family. 

The tone of this letter comes across with an air of 

authenticity and care.  
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It also presents us with an insight into the apostle 

Paul. For instance, what does a Christian leader do while 

confined to prison? Well, this one does not give up and 

sink into despair! No, he adapts to his circumstances and 

continues leading through personal example and by the 

written word. He may be down, but he certainly is not out! 

You have no doubt heard of the term perseverance of the 

saints? Paul provides the classic example.  

Paul’s persevering faith is one of the reasons he was 

the most successful first century evangelist. He just never 

gave up, and he believed in God’s abiding presence 

throughout. In Romans 5:3-4, he wrote, “We know that 

suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; 

and character, hope.” His life as an apostle was anything 

but easy. From his life example we can learn that when life 

seems most difficult; when our challenges seem larger than 

we are; do not give up. The difficult and challenging times 

are when we lean on and into our faith with God. And we 

will not be disappointed!  
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Daily Reading - DAY SIX 
 

Colossians 4:18 
18 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. 

Remember my chains. Grace be with you. 

 

The last verse of the last chapter in Paul’s letter to the 

Colossians contains a statement, a prayer request, and a 

prayer for the readers of his letter.  

Paul’s letters reflect him, his style of speaking and 

how his mind worked. Unlike some letters he dictated, this 

letter came from his own hand. There is something 

personal about a letter. I have kept the last letter my 

grandfather wrote to me before he died. I treasure a few 

letters from my father because his words spoke of his love 

for me. I have also kept a lot of letters from my 

parishioners that were notes of encouragement, or letters 

expressing gratitude, that touched my heart. Paul wrote 

Colossians because he cared so deeply for these new 

Christian disciples, for the challenges they faced and the 

faith he hoped would never die.  
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He asked them to prayerfully remember his 

confinement in chains. I believe Paul would take comfort 

and strength knowing they were praying for him. I am sure 

there were times he felt alone and afraid. It takes humility 

to ask others to pray for oneself. Here, Paul reveals his 

humanity.  

Finally, Paul gives them a benediction: “Grace be 

with you.” That is the same as saying, God be with you. At 

first glance that might seem trite, but not really. God’s 

grace is always present. Let us grab it and not let go! 
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Questions for Group Discussion 

1. What part of the Scripture readings or devotional 

writing stood out to you? What part do you have 

questions about or would like to explore more?  

2. Throughout this text we are reminded that Paul’s 

journey with Jesus was not a solitary journey. It 

involved the presence of others. How has Jesus 

revealed Himself to you, as you have been in 

Christian community? How has Jesus encouraged 

you, challenged you, grown your faith?  

3. Living in a healthy Christian community 

necessitates forgiveness. How has forgiveness 

been a part of your experience of Christian 

community?  

4. Praying together is an activity that binds a 

community to one another and to Christ. How can 

we grow in this joy of praying together?   

5. What action do the Scripture readings or 

devotional writings call forth from you, your 

group, our church?  
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Prayer for the Week  
 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common prayers to you; and 

you have promised through your well—beloved Son that 

when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 

will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our 

desires and petitions as may be best for us: granting us in 

this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come 

live everlasting. Amen. 

(Book of Common Prayer, 126) 
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